District Councillor Report:  Debenham Ward – August 2024
Serving Ashfield-cum-Thorpe, Aspall, Bedingfield, Debenham, Kenton & Winston Cllr Teresa Davis teresa.davis@midsuffolk.gov.uk Tel: 07928 512588

	Getting ready for winter
	The lists for providing information on the flood hot spots that might need clearing are now all out following the support of Cllr Robbins whilst I was ill and will remain at each place throughout August and Posters are up to provide you with more information. If you would also like to volunteer for a ‘cleanse’ day please do put your name on this list as well. We are expecting the section 19 report from Suffolk County Council soon and I am hoping this will enable us to review the major and minor recommendations and issues being raised for Debenham Ward and find out where we all fit working together.
Mid Suffolks Business Grants are still available for businesses to apply for, especially those who are interested in improving their energy efficiency, or looking to upgrade their business with new technology. This money had been successfully awarded to Mid Suffolk from National Government so we really would like to have our local businesses apply – this includes all types of agricultural/farming businesses as well, and up to £30,000 is available. More information is on the website https://heartofsuffolk.co.uk/invest/business-support/grants-and-funding/rural-spf-fund/
Also, please email me directly or contact us on BMSDCeconomicdevelopment@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk.
Listed Buildings and energy efficiency. Many of you I know will have been waiting to hear about the available information on making your listed building more energy efficient and navigating around the planning legislation. Following the recent consultation, and the general election, at our July meeting the Council approved the first Local Listed Building Consent Order which applies to many listed and unlisted buildings. This does not apply to Grade 2*, however the Mid Suffolk Heritage Dept will shortly be able to provide free pre-application advice. Some of you may know I have written about this last year and following our collaboration with National Heritage this will be available to anyone interested in the autumn. Detailed information can be found on the Agenda pack for 25th July Mid Suffolk Council meeting online.

	Local Planning & Enforcement
	Residents have been in contact with me in respect of some planning applications and issues of enforcement. I am monitoring progress of applications and this can be quite a slow process. If anyone has concerns or would like an update on planning going on in the Ward please do contact me and I can be your point of contact into the planning team to get answers to your questions. 
Enforcement cases cannot be discussed with anyone other than the person that the enforcement relates to and with a small enforcement team with over 180 cases (some of which are 20yrs old) we do reply on ‘on the ground information’. If you have a suspicion that development is taking place without planning consent then you can report it here Report it: https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/enforcement/report-it/

	Locality Award
	My locality award is now open following the general election and still has funds.  Any group or organisation can apply for amounts of £250 or more just contact me.

	MSDC Council Meeting
	Also at July’s Council meeting, Mid Suffolk agreed to provide up to an extra £50 for those who receive Council Tax Reduction and also increased and extended the support available for those struggling with everyday bills such as food and school uniform with a top-up to the Household Support Fund – financial advice will also be given. If you need further information ring 0300 1234000 ( select option 3) or go direct to the website: https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/household-support-fund to apply.



