Debenham Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 15th October 2018 at 7:30pm at Dove Cottage, Debenham
Present:  Cllrs S Phipps (Chairman), L Cockerton, G Helm, S Dobson, D Seccombe, M Hammond, J Baldwin, County Cllr M Hicks, Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk) and two members of the public.
	1. Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs S Palframan, R Blackwell, F Winrow-Giffin and District Cllr K Guthrie (who briefly attended but had to leave just before the meeting started).
It was resolved to appoint Cllr S Phipps Chairman for the duration of the meeting.

	2. Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register: Cllr J Baldwin declared a pecuniary interest on matters pertaining to her allotment plot and Cllr M Hammond’s dispensation with regards to Neighbourhood Planning matters was noted.

 

	3. Reports 

3.1 District Councillor’s report: Cllr K Guthrie’s report had been sent but not yet circulated to members.
3.2 County Councillor’s report: Cllr M Hicks’ report had been circulated ahead of the meeting and was further added to upon his arrival later on. Cllr M Hicks was also informed of the frustration being felt by local volunteers due to the delay in receiving the SCC Health and Safety guidelines needed to enable some desperately needed maintenance works to be carried out, in particular the overgrowth on Aspall Road. 


	4. 1918-2018 WW1 Centenary Commemoration- presentation by Mr E Alcock OBE: A comprehensive presentation was received from Mr E Alcock OBE with regards to the various activities and events being organised in the area on November 8th and 11th. Cllr S Palframan (Chairman of the PC) had already affirmed that he would be laying the wreaths on behalf of the parish.
The expenditure under S137 for the purchase of the said wreaths for both occasions was also approved by members under this item.

 

	5. Debenham Litter Campaign presentation: Deferred to the next meeting. It was noted that the next village wide litter picking event was due to take place on October 27th.


	6. Public participation at meetings: Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak: Two members of the public spoke about a permissive path that was currently the subject of discussions with SCC Highways with regards to the possibilities of it being extended.  
Both parishioners were land owners and were prepared to either issue a licence or donate a small section of land to a local authority in order to enable the existing bridle path to be extended. 
However, neither land owners were willing to get involved with any liability aspects pertaining to this matter and would ask the Parish Council or SCC Highways to take on this responsibility. 
Another “sticking point” with the proposal was that SCC Highways insisted on a bridge as the crossing point, which neither of the land owners were in agreement with and would rather have a culvert crossing due to the potential risks to horses.
There was also a further request for support from the Parish Council with regards to the capital costs in the region of £1500 to £2000.

There was a general consensus that the Parish Council should support an initiative which would enable the path to be extended in the way proposed, although the legalities surrounding land ownership, public liability and meeting SCC Highways directives with regards to Rights of Way would need to be investigated thoroughly to ensure compliance with all the necessary bodies. 

The Clerk informed members of the Council’s legal position with regards to this proposal, as follows:
· Neither land owner was prepared to arrange for public liability insurance and this posed a problem- neither the PC nor SCC Highways could do it either unless they adopted the said land under some form of legal agreement
· If the land in question was donated to the Parish Council, it would have to follow due process and this would include assessing the risks, which may deem it unsuitable for acceptance under this type of scheme (the future maintenance costs and liability risks would result in a negative recommendation from the RFO and would be identified by the auditing process)
· Neither landowner was prepared to abide by SCC Highways Rights of Way directives with regards to the crossing point methodology, therefore this could potentially mean that the bridleway extension was not adopted by this statutory body- this would result in no further capital expenditure nor maintenance responsibilities being assumed by ROW and this falling to the Parish Council

· The non-adoption by SCC Highways would also result in the Parish Council being unable to use its current permissive powers, which would render the Parish Council unable to support either the Capital or the Revenue expenditure attached to the proposal- with no Power of Expenditure, there would be no possibility of financial support from the PC
County Cllr M Hicks arrived at this point and assisted in the debate regarding this matter.

Cllr Hicks was aware of the matter being considered and explained that due to the County Council’s current financial position and the expected cuts in the foreseeable future, it did not wish to take on any further liabilities. The existing network of footpaths in the County was considerable and the existing resources were not sufficient to meet demands, therefore any further liabilities would need to be seriously considered. He agreed to make further enquiries with regards to the proposal and to find out if there was anyway it could be achieved.
The two members of the public were also encouraged to seek support in the village in order to progress matters. It appeared some other members of the public would be willing to offer financial support so there may well be a way of achieving the end result although at present it appeared challenging.



	7. To approve the minutes of the meeting held September 17th 2018: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.


	8. Finance and Administration:
8.1 To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment, as per list attached to the minutes. The receipts and bank balances were also noted.
8.2 To consider application for funding from the DPCC towards Wi-Fi provision at Dove Cottage: Deferred to the next meeting.
8.3 To consider application for funding from the DLC for the Fire Works event on November 5th 2018: It was resolved to approve a donation of £500 towards the cost of the event’s insurance. It was also noted that members would like to receive a financial report following the event detailing specific income and expenditure.
8.4 Action List: The Action list had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting and was updated.
8.5 To receive External Audit Report and note recommendations: The report had been circulated to members and uploaded onto the website and the recommendations therein noted. 
8.6 To consider 1st and 2nd quarter accounts 2018/2019: Deferred to the FAWG meeting due to be held 12 November 2018.
8.7 Christmas preparations- To approve expenditure: The expenditure for the two Christmas trees (Village Green and St Mary’s) was approved. Cllr J Baldwin informed members of the upcoming shopping event on December 8th and various suggestions were made with regards to trees, decorations and lighting. 
As there were some large trees in the area already, it was agreed that the Parish Council would fund the purchase of lights to decorate these trees with. Final details to be agreed once Cllr J Baldwin had met with the remaining members of the organising group and order to be placed by Cllr F Winrow-Giffin as in previous years.


	9. Planning matters
9.1 Applications received for recommendation to MSDC:

             a) DC/18/04393 - The Bullock Barn (Near Bryces Farm), Off Stony Lane: Conversion and 

extension of agricultural barn to form new dwelling, and creation of residential curtilage Conversion and extension of agricultural barn to form new dwelling: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
b) DC/18/04330 - 48 High Street: Retrospective application for the replacement of gallery windows and entrance door: It was resolved to recommend the refusal of this retrospective planning application. Members felt that the new windows and door changed the street scene in this conservation area and that the applicant should not be permitted to set a precedent by just being allowed to submit a retrospective application instead of going through due process. Had the application for the existing windows and door have been put before the Council, as it should have been, the recommendation would have also been for refusal, as consistency in materials and styles in the conservation area would have been preferred.
      9.2 To note Approvals/Refusals/Appeals:

a) DC/18/03476 Bullock Barn, Stoney Lane:  Notification of Prior Approval Application under Part 3, Class Q (a) and (b) of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015. Change of use of agricultural building to dwelling: Prior Approval Granted
b) DC/18/00548 73 High Street: Erection of single storey rear extension to replace existing, relocate existing oil tank, extend existing raised platform and replace hard surfacing- P P Granted
      9.3 Planning Correspondence: Notification of Appeal and Costs Dismissed - 0030/17 Erection of up to 
25 dwellings and formation of vehicle access to Little London Hill (Land Bound by Derry Brook and Little London Hill): Noted.

 

	10. Committees and working groups: To receive reports and consider recommendations/agree actions:
10.1 Cemetery (Inc. St Mary’s Church and URC): Cllr D Seccombe presented members with the final 
draft of the Cemetery Register, which had taken a considerable amount of work and effort to compile and for which Cllr Seccombe was thanked. 
The Clerk was due to meet with a local contractor in order to go through the various items of winter maintenance. One of the items already raised by the contractor was the size of the gap between the plots in the Urn Garden, as it was not wide enough for grass cutting equipment. The removal of the bonfire section nearby and the disposal of cuttings at the allotments would also be discussed.
10.2 Allotments: The repairs proposed at the previous meeting had not materialized and some further 
damage had occurred, with the door having been completely removed. It was agreed that no more than £300 should be spent on the repair and if a joiner was unable to work to this budget, a repair would not be deemed cost effective and a new noticeboard would be purchased instead. A budget of £300 was agreed by members for the time being.
10.3 Trees and Greens: A brief report was received from the Clerk with regards to communications 
received from residents on various matters, including Lock Close and Gardeners Road. 
There was some concern that vehicles may be using green spaces to either access their properties or as parking facility, which was not permitted as there was no vehicular access through the greens. This was also a dangerous practise as it could potentially represent a risk to those using the amenity. 

The situation would need to be monitored closely but just in case residents were not aware of access restrictions, it was agreed that letters should be sent to all the relevant properties.
10.4 Street furniture/public lavatories: A number of minor items which did not require further action 

were noted.
10.5 Highways: In addition to matters already raised, there had been some further correspondence 
pertaining to parking suggestions for Lock Close. 

It was agreed that one area could not be considered on its own merit until the village, as a whole, was looked into, particularly as these matters ranked highly within the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Furthermore, if a decision was made to convert a green space/grassed verge into parking or hard standing, it could potentially set a precedent that could jeopardise the future of other green spaces in the village. After all, some of these amenities were what made Debenham special, were an intrinsic part of the village life and scene and their loss could seriously affect Debenham in years to come. 

This should not be a decision taken in isolation and all parking /traffic flow issues should remain part of the larger scheme to be considered at a later stage, once the Neighbourhood Plan was formally approved by the local authority.
Other areas under discussion included the possible conversion of the URC into car parking and extension of the Rec car park, and all would need considerable financing.
It was also noted that in some of the areas where residents had issues with parking, there were garages which were not being used for what they had been intended and that if they were, the problem may not be as significant. 

10.6 Woodland: There were no further matters to report.
10.7 Neighbourhood Plan: A very brief update was received.
10.8 Debenham Youth Provision: A brief report was received from Cllr J Baldwin but no further action 

was needed at this point.
10.9 Debenham Maintenance Group: A number of issues had already been raised throughout the 

meeting with regards to the maintenance group’s inability to act until SCC safety guidelines were received.
10.10 Debenham Litter Group: A brief report had already been received from Cllr D Seccombe.

10.11 Debenham Remembrance Centenary Event Group: Covered earlier in the meeting.
10.12 Debenham Leisure Centre: Cllr S Dobson’s resignation as DPC liaison was noted. Clerk to add to 
the next agenda the appointment of a new representative. 



	11. To note correspondence circulated to members and consider any additional responses needed: Correspondence had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting and no further actions were needed.


	12. To consider matters raised by Cllrs at previous meetings and subsequent updates received:
12.1 Debenham business directory: Cllr D Seccombe updated members on developments. Clerk to forward to Cllr D Seccombe GDPR notices for compliance of correspondence agreed by members. 
12.3 Village Green telephone box: Deferred until Cllr R Blackwell’s return.


	13. Chair’s urgent business: any items not on this agenda but of such urgency as to merit, in the Chair’s opinion, immediate action: No items reported.


	14. To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: A suggestion was received that Cllrs should send their apologies for a meeting once they received the respective agenda, so as to establish at an earlier date whether there were any concerns about a meeting being quorate.  This suggestion was agreed by members.


	15. Date of next meeting: November 12th (FAWG) and 19th (PC)

	Temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed

	16. To consider reports received by the Council and agree any response needed: Members were apprised of a number of items of correspondence received and sent which needed to remain confidential due to their nature. 
The reason why the previous month’s minutes had not been uploaded onto the website until a particular date was also noted for future reference. 
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.45pm
Signed:_______________________________  Date:_________________________________________
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