Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the virtual meeting held on Monday, April 26 2021, at 7:30 pm.

Present:  Cllrs J Baldwin (Chairman), R Blackwell (Vice-chairman), S Palframan, S Phipps, L Cockerton, F Winrow-Giffin, G Helm, M Hammond, D Seccombe, County Cllr M Hicks, District Cllr K Guthrie, Mrs. D Bedwell (Clerk), and one member of the public.
	The Parish Council observed a minute silence in memory of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
Public participation at meetings: There were no comments from the public.

	DPC/21/45: Apologies for absence:  Apologies had been received from Cllrs S Dobson, which were approved. Apologies from District Cllr K Guthrie were also noted.

	DPC/21/46: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda:  Cllr J Baldwin and Cllr D Seccombe declared a non-pecuniary interest on item 49 (d),f) g), and (h)) respectively. Cllr F Winrow-Giffin declared a pecuniary interest in any grass cutting matters. Cllr M Hammond declared a pecuniary interest on item 51 g), and informed the meeting that he would be relinquishing his position as PC representative on the  Debenham Leisure Centre, with immediate effect, due to a recent professional engagement.


	DPC/21/47: To note District and County Cllr’s reports: Available reports circulated to members ahead of the meeting.


	DPC/21/48: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on March 15, 2021: It was resolved to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting held.



	DPC/21/49: Planning matters

a) Application:  DC/21/02157 The Bullock Shed at Brices Farm, Stoney Lane- Erection of extensions and alterations to the Bullock Barn to facilitate change of use to a dwelling (as previously approved under DC/18/04393). Erection of an outbuilding to house borehole plant and cycle storage, installation of a wind turbine, and installation of a solar array:  It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
b) Application: DC/21/02189 37 Chancery Lane- Application for works to tree/s in a Conservation Area - Crown reduce height and spread by approx. 1.5m and re-shape (T1 / T2) 1No Whitebeam and 1No Silver Birch:  It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
c) Application: DC/21/01952 Hill Top Barn, Aspall Road- Erection of single storey single bay garage adjacent to existing garage:  It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
d) Application: DC/21/01529 57 Gardeners Road - Conversion of garage for use as part time brewery business (retention of):  It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application subject to measures being put in place to safeguard the amenity of neighbouring residents.
e) Application: DC/21/01123 66A High Street- Application for Advertisement Consent - Erection of replacement signage:  It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
f) Application: DC/21/01104 2 Gracechurch Street- Application for Listed Building Consent -Re-rendering exterior in traditional materials. Re-instating historic pargetting. Repair external timber bressumers and windows:  It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
g) Application: DC/21/01103 2 Gracechurch Street - Re-rendering exterior in traditional materials and re
instating historic pargetting. Repairs to external timber bressumers and windows:  It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
h) Decision:  DC/21/01016 Land at Mill Farm, Kenton Road- Application to determine if Prior Approval is required for a Proposed: Change of Use of Agricultural Buildings to Dwelling houses (C3) and for building operations necessary for conversion. Town and Country Planning Act (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 as amended Schedule 2, Part 3 Class Q: Planning application refused- noted.
i) Decision: DC/21/01391 29 High Street- Notification for works to trees in a Conservation Area - Fell 1no Large Ash tree, leaning towards neighbours’ property: No objection raised- noted.
j) Decision: DC/21/00534 19 Cross Green- Construction of 10 solar panels to roof slope: Planning permission granted- noted. 
k) Decision: DC/21/01029 6 Moores Close- Erection of two-storey and single-storey rear extensions: Planning permission granted- noted.
l) Decision: DC/21/00503 Yew Tree Cottage, Low Road - Erection of a 3 bay Cart Lodge with a room above (following demolition of existing outbuilding: Planning permission granted- noted.
m) Decision: DC/21/00486 Riden Cottage, 35 Low Road- Erection of single-storey rear extension and detached double car port (following demolition of existing rear extension, outbuildings, and garage: Planning permission granted- noted.
n) Decision: DC/21/01229 55 Gracechurch Street- Application for Non-Material Amendment relating to DC/20/2149 - Change of wall material finishes from facing brickwork to James Hardie Plank Weatherboard - Colour Evening Blue: Planning permission granted- noted.
o) Decision: DC/21/00901 Cheese Hill House, 27 High Street- Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area - T1 (Ash) - Reduce crown by 40% and shape, T2 -T3 (Yew) - Reduce by 60% and shape. T4-T5 (Yew) - Remove dead wood and bring sides in by 2m to form shape: No objection raised- noted.
The Clerk was asked to make inquiries with the planning authority about the number of “windfall“ and infill developments approved since the Debenham Neighbourhood Plan had been made and for this figure to be monitored over the life of the plan. 



	DPC/21/50: The Angel Inn: To receive an update on the recent planning decision and appeal lodged by the applicant (AP/21/00016), and agree on any further action: Planning permission had been refused for both applications. Formal notification of the appeal was still to be received by the Council.


	DPC/21/51: Committees and Working Groups

a) Play Strategy Working Group-To consider recommendations from the meeting held April 12, 2021: Cllr S Palframan provided an update- Contact had been made with ten play equipment companies, and six had been selected to provide a quote for some new equipment for the Gardeners Road site (as per Working Group’s recommendation). The response and design proposals received from the local school had also been considered by the Group and were very positive. There had been no material adverse responses to the recent survey and comments had been noted. 
b) Traffic and Car Parking NP Group: Update, including installation of Speed Sign: Cllr R Blackwell provided an update- The Speed Indicator Sign had been purchased and would be mounted on an existing pole on Aspall Road.  Two new poles were due to be installed on Gracechurch Street and Ipswich Road for future use. 
c) Trees and Greens: To consider quotes re. works to the telephone kiosk- Quotes were dully considered and it was resolved to select quote no. 2. 
Cllr S Phipps had had a look at the tree issue reported near the Recreation Ground and he intended to meet with the resident in question before any further decision was made.
The tree matter near Cherry Tree Gardens was challenging to resolve because ownership of the land continued to be questioned. No further action could be taken at this point.

             Loose branch on a tree near Coopersfield to be cut down by two Councillors.
d) Hoppit and Woodland matters: There were no new matters to report.
e) Allotments: To approve expenditure for maintenance items: The Clerk provided a brief report, which detailed the need to arrange for a skip for allotment clearance. This would be at the cost of £250 from the existing maintenance budget and include metal collection.  

f) St Mary’s Church: To ratify decision re. wildlife border and agree arrangements re. sale of wood: The wildlife border proposal had been very well received. Regarding the sale of wood, members suggested £150 for a ton of wood and £3-£4 per wheelbarrow load of chippings. The larger logs would remain on-site to be used by the “Debenham Shed” to make outdoor furniture for another local project. Further updates were also received about the twenty Swift boxes placed around the church and the flag pole fundraising efforts. 
g) Debenham Leisure Centre: To receive an update on ongoing matters:  Cllr M Hammond excluded due to a declaration of pecuniary interest. Cllr G Helm provided an update- The Leisure Centre’s financial position was robust, and the refurbishment was approaching its next stage. Business Development Support Funding had been received and allocated. Some sixty volunteers had taken part in a recent tree planting event, which had been very successful. Cllr M Hammond returned to the meeting.


	DPC/21/52: Finance and Administration
a) To review and approve the annual insurance policy and premium: There were many documents circulated to members for review and would need additional time for due consideration. Deferred to the next meeting.
b) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances:  It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment, and the receipts and bank balances were noted, as per the circulated schedule.

c) To agree arrangements for return to face to face meetings (May 2021): Members agreed with the arrangements for return to face-to-face meetings. These would take place at the Debenham Leisure Centre until further notice.
d) To approve a revised version of the Internal Control Statement and Report: Deferred.


	DPC/21/53: To consider correspondence received from the Debenham Project: Cllr R Blackwell, a Trustee with The Debenham Project, provided members with information on a study about the elderly, their caring needs and how they were being met, which was being carried out by the University of Suffolk and commissioned by the Debenham Project.  Members were happy to express the Council’s ongoing support for the initative.


	DPC/21/54: Correspondence- To consider response and/or further action to be taken 

a) MSDC tree, hedge and wildflower planting scheme- response by 20.06.21: Clerk to make further inquiries as the scheme could potentially benefit certain areas in the village.
b) Update from the Debenham Shed project: A brief update had been received and it was noted how  well the project was progressing.


	DPC/21/55: Reports from Parish Councillors / additions to the next agenda: It was requested that the Post Office opening hours was added to a future agenda for consideration. 


	DPC/21/56: Date of next meeting:   May 17 (APCM) and May 24 (APM): Noted.


	DPC/21/57: Temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: No members of the public or press left at the meeting, therefore no exclusion necessary.


	DPC/21/58: To consider nominations for the Debenham Community Awards 2021: It was agreed to present this year’s awards at the Deb-Fest, subject to the approval of organisers. Clerk to make enquiries. This would mean that nominations could continue to be received until the end of July, which would allow the parish sufficient time to submit further proposals.
With no other matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.30 pm.

Signed:_____________________________  Date:__________________________
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