Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 24th May  2021, at 8.00 pm, at the Debenham Sports and Leisure Centre, Gracechurch Street, Debenham.
Present: Cllr S Palframan (Chairman), R Blackwell (Vice-chairman), Cllr G Helm, Cllr D Seccombe, Cllr S Phipps, Cllr L Cockerton, Cllr M Hammond, and Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk).
	DPC/21/59: Election of Chairman: It was resolved to appoint Cllr S Palframan as Chairman of the Council.

	DPC/21/60: Election of Vice-Chairman: It was resolved to appoint Cllr R Blackwell as Vice-Chairman of the Council.

	DPC/21/61: Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin and S Dobson, County Cllr M Hicks and District Cllr K Guthrie. Cllr J Baldwin’s resignation from the Council and all its committees had also been received. Members wished to officially record their thank you to Mrs Baldwin, who had performed outstandingly and had fully supported the Council throughout the recent pandemic.  

	DPC/21/62: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register (completion of updated Register of Interests forms required by all Councillors): Cllr R Blackwell declared a pecuniary item on a specific item of accounts for payment under DCP/21/68 a); Cllr M Hammond declared a pecuniary interest on items pertaining to the Debenham Leisure Centre. 


	DPC/21/63: Reports 

a) District Councillor’s report: A report had not been received in time for the meeting.
b) County Councillor’s report: A report had not been received in time for the meeting.


	DPC/21/64: Meeting open for 5 minutes to allow members of the public to speak: There were no members of the public present.

 

	DPC/21/65: To appoint membership of committees (existing listed)- It was resolved to approve membership as follows:

a) Cemetery: Cllrs L Cockerton, D Seccombe, R Blackwell

a) Allotments: Cllrs S Phipps, F Winrow-Giffin, G Helm

b) Neighbourhood Plan Delivery: Cllrs R Blackwell, S Palframan. S Phipps, D Seccombe, M Hammond
c) Employment: Cllrs S Palframan, R Blackwell, D Seccombe 

d) Complaints: Cllrs G Helm,  S Phipps, D Seccombe
e) Complaints Appeals: Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin, R Blackwell, L Cockerton 



	DPC/21/66: To appoint working groups/individual representatives (existing listed)-It was resolved to approve the following appointments: 
a) Woodlands and Waterways: Cllrs S Phipps

b) Finance and Administration: All members
c) NP Traffic and Parking: Cllr R Blackwell
d) Highways: Cllr Winrow-Giffin
e) Play areas: Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin, S Palframan, G Helm
f) Youth Provision: Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin, G Helm
g) Trees, Greens and encroachment issues: Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin, S Phipps, L Cockerton
h) Street Furniture including WC’s: Cllrs L Cockerton, S Palframan, R Blackwell (for call-outs)
i) Street Lighting: Cllr R Blackwell
j) Public Transport: Cllr R Blackwell
k) Emergency (flooding/snow): All members and the Clerk, designated member Cllr S Phipps 
l) Festivities and Local Events: To be appointed as and when necessary
m) Community Awards: All members
n) Parish Council Surgeries: All members and Clerk
o) Website: All members and Clerk
p) Public Rights of Way: Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin
q) URC Memorial Garden: Cllrs L Cockerton, R Blackwell and Mrs A Evans
r) Village Noticeboard: Cllr R Blackwell and Clerk 
s) Communications: Clerk and Chair
t) Debenham Library: Cllr R Blackwell
u) Sir Robert Hitcham School Trustees: Cllrs S Palframan, R Blackwell
v) DVH&PFT: Cllr G Helm 
w) Salc: Chair and Clerk
x) Litter matters: Cllr D Seccombe, Clerk and member of the public (JW)


	DPC/21/67: To approve the minutes of the meeting held 26 April 2021: It was resolved to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting held.



	DPC/21/68: Finance 
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment, and the receipts and bank balances were noted, as per the circulated schedule.

a) To confirm Sanding Orders/Direct debits: It was resolved to approve the standing orders and direct debits listed.
· Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

· N Power electricity supply to public conveniences 

· Clerk’s pension

· Dove Cottage Wi-fi connection
b) To approve revised version of Internal Control Statement and Report: Deferred.
c) To approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the AGAR Part 2) for Year ended 31 March 2021: Deferred.
d) To approve the Annual Accounts for year ended 31 March 2021: Deferred.
e) To approve the Asset Register for the year ended 31 March 2021: Deferred.
f) To approve the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the AGAR Part 2) for year ended 31 March 2021: Deferred.


	DPC/21/69: Planning matters
a) Application: DC/21/02776 - Acorns, 48 Gracechurch Street- Erection of external side access stairs, insertion of door and rear rooflights to cartlodge: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
b) Application: DC/21/02726 - 32 Gardeners Road- Erection of rear conservatory: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
a) Decision: DC/21/0152 57 Gardeners Road- Conversion of garage for use as part time brewery business (ancillary use - retention of)- Planning permission granted: Noted.
b) Decision: DC/21/01123 66A High Street, Debenham- Application for Advertisement Consent - Erection of replacement signage- Planning permission granted: Noted.
c) Decision: DC/21/02189 37 Chancery Lane - Application for works to tree/s in a Conservation Area - Crown reduce height and spread by approx 1.5m and re-shape (T1 / T2) 1No Whitebeam and 1No Silver Birch- No objection raised: Noted.
d) Planning Correspondence: Notification of end of term for The Woolpack ACV and invitation to re-apply: It was resolved to submit a new application for the registration of the Woolpack as an ACV.
Further planning applications had been received since the publication of the agenda. As some of the applications were material, it was resolved to call an extraordinary meeting for June 7th in order to allow sufficient time for public consultation and due consideration. The Neighbourhood Plan working Group would also meet ahead of this meeting in order to prepare their recommendation to full Council. 


	DPC/21/70: Committees and working groups: To receive reports and consider recommendations/ agree actions, including:

a) Play Strategy Working Group: A brief report was received from Cllr S Palframan. A number of play equipment providers had been approached for quotes for the approved improvements to the Gardeners Road playarea.  There was an inquiry about the repairs to the existing gate, which had been reported some time ago. Quotes had been requested and the work had been assessed by a local contractor but progress had stopped due to the pandemic. Clerk to follow up.
b) Traffic and Car Parking Working Group: A brief report was received from Cllr R Blackwell.
c) Trees and Greens- Reports of anti-social behaviour, request for CCTV in the Recreation Ground: The issues reported recently to the Parish Council were considered. It was agreed that provision of CCTV would not be possible for a number of reasons, including cost, legal implications, safeguarding, etc. The various incidents had been reported to the Police, who continued to investigate and address matters. Some of the content posted on social media by members of the public was of concern, particularly when it referred to a “vigilante” type approach and it was noted that not all reports were about young people who do not live in the village.  The Parish Council would continue to monitor the situation and request action from the Police as and when necessary.
d) Hoppit and Woodland matters- Damage to bin and additional pest control arrangements: A brief report was provided by the Clerk and no further action was needed.
e) Highways- completion of works on Priory Lane by SCC: Cllr S Phipps provided members with an update on the works completed by SCC, which had been to an acceptable standard.


	DPC/21/71: To note correspondence: All correspondence had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting or included on the agenda for consideration.


	DPC/21/72: To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: A question was asked about who would take Cllr J Baldwin’s place as liaison with the Angel Community Group and Cllr S Phipps volunteered to take this role. 
There had been no response to the recently advertised Council casual vacancy.

The Clerk was asked to forward details of the mapping software used by the Council to Cllr D Seccombe.

A local business would be approaching the Parish Council with a request to place an A-frame type advertisement on Cross Green, for consideration in due course.



	DPC/21/73: Date of next meeting: June 7th 7.30pm (extraordinary meeting) and June 21st, 2021.

With no other matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.05 pm.

Signed:_____________________________  Date:__________________________
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