 Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the virtual meeting held on Monday, 21st September 2020 at 7:30pm.
Present:  Cllrs J Baldwin (Chairman), R Blackwell (Vice-chairman), S Phipps, D Seccombe, L Cockerton,  G Helm,  County Cllr M Hicks, District Cllr K Guthrie, Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk), and two members of the public.
	Public participation at meetings:  Including presentation regarding proposed development in Stowmarket Road (2 no. dwellings): A brief presentation was received from a member of the public regarding this proposed development. Information was given by members with regards to a traffic survey commissioned by the Parish Council in January and that new vehicular access points onto Stowmarket Road may need to be strongly justified. The MOP was thanked for the opportunity to discuss proposals and advised that members would look forward to being in a position to consider the final plans once these went through due planning process.

	DPC/20/75: Apologies for absence:  Apologies had been received from Cllr S Dobson, Cllr F Winrow-Giffin, Cllr M Hammond and S Palframan, which were approved by Council.

	DPC/20/76: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda:  Cllr R Blackwell declared a pecuniary interest on item DPC/20/81 a) (Cllr expenses item only)



	DPC/20/77: To note District and County Cllr’s reports:  Reports from both Councillors had been received and circulated to members. Both Councillors also added to their report during this section of the meeting and answered questions from members. 



	DPC/20/78:  To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th July 2020:  It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.



	DPC/20/79:  Debenham Village Hall and Playing Fields Trust

a) To approve letter from DPC in support of external funding applications (refurbishment of community centre): The meeting was opened to the public in order to allow the Debenham Leisure Centre representative to give a brief presentation about the project, additional funding sources and estimated costs. The presentation was followed up by a number of questions from members.

It was resolved to approve a letter of support to be sent, in line with a similar one sent on a previous occasion.

b) To consider level of funding available from DPC (in principle and subject to funding application): Following a brief discussion, it was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. The half-year accounts were due to be considered in October, which would provide members with detailed information about the Council’s financial position and remaining financial commitments for the year. 
The amount of funding being sought by the DLC was in the region of £20,000 , therefore a suggestion was also made that a funding application was completed and submitted ahead of the next Council meeting in order for any questions /requests for further information to be submitted in good time. 


	DPC/20/80: Planning matters

a) Application - DC/20/03839 - 55 Gardeners Road- Conversion of garage to form two storey annexed accommodation to include raising of roof ridge height, insertion of door and window, insertion of rooflights and installation of photovoltaic roof panels: The application had been withdrawn by the applicant.
b) Application - DC/20/03572 - Coach House, Priory Lane- Erection of detached workshop: As there were some questions with regards to site details and the boundary ditch, it was agreed that a member would carry out a site visit in order to provide clarification ahead of comments being agreed by delegated power.
c) Application - DC/20/03624 - 1 The Butts- Erection of single storey side extension:  It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

d) DC/20/03257 and DC/20/03580 - 1 Water Lane- Listed Building Consent - Works to facilitate conversion of garage to additional living accommodation as per Schedule of Works; Householder Planning Application - Conversion of garage to additional living accommodation: :  It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

e) Decision- DC/20/DC/20/03343 Cooks Retreat, 10 Cross Green- Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act for application 1430/17 - to vary condition 4 to change use from holiday let to an annex only (ancillary to main dwelling) use: Planning permission granted: Noted.
f) Decision - DC/20/02035 17 Priory Lane- Erection single storey rear extension; Insertion of Bi-folding doors to front elevation; Insertion of window to side elevation; Insertion of Velux sun tunnel within rear roof plane and formation of new vehicular turning area: Planning permission granted: Noted. 
g) Decision - DC/20/03279 48A High Street- Change of use to Financial Advice Business (A2): Planning permission granted: Noted. 
h) Decision - DC/20/01943 Land Between The Butts And, Little London Hill- Application for approval of reserved matters following grant of outline DC/18/00/00192 dated 10/12/2018  - Appearance, Layout and Landscaping for Use of land for the erection of up to 8 dwellings. Provision of open space. Formation of vehicular access to Little London Hill. Provision of pedestrian link to Derry Brook Lane. Discharge of Conditions 5, 6, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 29- Reserved matters approved: Noted.
i) Decision - DC/20/02981 Land At Thorpe Lane, Ipswich Road- Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act - Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) on planning permission DC/19/04795 and submission of details under Condition 3 (Archaeological Works), Condition 4 (Archaeological Assessment) and Condition 5 (Ecological Appraisal Recommendations: Planning permission granted: Noted.
j) Decision - DC/20/02387 10 Chancery Lane - Erection of extension to garage and construction of pitched roof. Replace external doors to front and rear. Insertion of roof light and high-level gable light to kitchen: Planning permission granted: Noted.
k) Decision: DC/20/02517 Bridge House, 6 Aspall Road- Application for Listed Building Consent - Remove and replace roof tiles to the front of the building. Lay breathable membrane under treated battens. Repairs to metal straps to front left hand side gable wall. Repairs to 1no collar and purling. Insertion of lamb’s wool insulation and other minor repairs. re-lay ridge tiles on lime mortar. supply and fix new lead flashing to front sides of main chimney. supply and fix lead soakers under tiles on all abutments. lay lime mortar fillets to all abutments: Planning permission granted: Noted. 
l) To consider supporting Stradbroke’s planning white paper as a joint signatory (cost £350): It was resolved to support Stradbroke’s planning white paper as a joint signatory and to add a section about Debenham and its recent Neighbourhood Planning award achievement to it.
m) To note Debenham’s Neighbourhood Plan National Planning Award 2020: Council members took the opportunity to thank all those who had been involved with the process which had led to such a successful Neighbourhood Plan, including the local Community.
Since the publication of the agenda, the Parish Council had received notification of an appeal lodged with the Secretary of State for planning application DC/20/04807 10 Ipswich Road- erection of No. 6 dwellings (following demolition of existing bungalow). Although the Parish Council’s previously submitted representation would be sent to the Secretary of State as a matter of course, it was agreed that any additional pictorial evidence available since then should also be submitted.


	DPC/20/81: Finance and Administration
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment and receipts and bank balances were noted, as per circulated schedule. Notification of payment of the second half of the precept had been circulated to members since the issue of the schedule, which increased totals held at the bank by an additional £39,343.00.
b) To receive and approve the Internal Audit report for accounts for the year ended 31 March 2020: Deferred to the next meeting.
c) To consider approval of expenditure regarding the telephone kiosk (provision of feeder pillar): Following a brief update received from Cllr R Blackwell about the recent transfer of ownership and proposals for the connection to mains power, it was resolved to approve the necessary expenditure.
d) To consider quotes for the clearance of the Priory Lane ditch: Whilst one of the quotes was still pending, a second had been received with a total cost implication of over £7,000 for works to the Priory Lane ditch. The various points within the quote were discussed and ultimately, the need for such works was questioned as they may inadvertently create a flood risk and be detrimental to the lower flood plains. 
The Clerk had previously contacted SCC Highways and requested further information with regards to specification of works required, including a site visit by a representative, to which a response was still outstanding. 

Members agreed that any perceived benefits of the requested works should be made clear in order to justify its need. With the cost for the works potentially representing such a high percentage of the Council’s precept, it would be essential that these were clarified and justified in order for this item to be progressed. Clerk to contact SCC Highways with further request for clarification and site visit whilst items is deferred for the time being.
e) To approve expenditure for the Remembrance Wreath: It was resolved to approve expenditure for the Remembrance Wreath. 
f) To approve the Millennium Gates Policy: It was resolved to approve the Millennium Gates Policy and for it to be put into action with immediate effect.


	DPC/20/82: To consider funding applications from the “Friends of Sir Robert Hitcham School”: Deferred to the next meeting as the application had not been received prior to the meeting.


	DPC/20/83: Committees and working Groups

a) NPDC: To consider registering the land north of Gracechurch Street as a Heritage Asset: It was resolved to approve the application for registration of the land north of Gracechurch Street as a Heritage Asset. Clerk to make enquiries with MSDC about the process.
b) Trees and Greens- pending works and other updates: A brief report was given by Cllr S Phipps and the Clerk with regards to tree matters. Contact had been established with another local tree surgeon and it was hoped outstanding tree works would be completed very soon.
Cllr R Blackwell informed members that the WI were planning to plant a tree in memorandum for one of its former members in the St Mary’s churchyard, which had been agreed by the DPCC. Cllr S Phipps volunteered to provide advice regarding planting location and species (preferably indigenous), as well as being able to donate a tree if necessary.


	DPC/20/84: To consider request for metal detection on Parish Council owned land: It was agreed that further details would be requested from the applicant about the proposal before a final decision was reached. Clerk to action.


	DPC/20/85: Correspondence- To consider response and/or further action to be taken

a) Consultation on draft recommendations for division boundaries in Suffolk County Council (23.11): Deferred to a future meeting.


	DPC/20/86: Reports from Parish Councillors/additions to the next agenda: Cllr D Seccombe reported that his article had recently been published on the Parish Magazine about the possibility of the village becoming carbon neutral in the next few years and the feedback received so far. Cllr R Blackwell added that a meeting was due to take place with a MSDC representative regarding the carbon neutral agenda.

Cllr R Blackwell further reported that “Helping Hands” were likely to become active again following the recent surge in Covid-19 cases.

Questions were asked regarding any developments with the URC car park proposals but due to Civid-19 considerations had been placed on hold for the time being.


	DPC/20/87: Date of next meeting:  19 October 2020- Noted.


	To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: Due to the confidential nature of the item under consideration, it was agreed to exclude the press and public at this point in the meeting.

	DPC/20/88: Staff matters: The National Joint Council pay scale changes approved in August 2020 were approved by the Parish Council in line with the Parish Clerk’s contract of employment.



With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.20pm.
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