Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 21st June  2021, at 7:30 pm, at the Debenham Sports and Leisure Centre, Gracechurch Street, Debenham.
Present: Cllr R Blackwell (Chairman),  Cllr D Seccombe, Cllr S Phipps, Cllr L Cockerton, Cllr M Hammond, and Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk).
	DPC/21/80: Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin, S Palframan, G Helm and S Dobson.

	DPC/21/81: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register: Cllr R Blackwell declared a pecuniary item on a specific item of accounts for payment under DCP/21/85 a).



	DPC/21/82: Reports 

a) District Councillor’s report: None received.
b) County Councillor’s report: None received.



	DPC/21/83: Meeting open for 5 minutes to allow members of the public to speak: There were no members of the public present.

 

	DPC/21/84: To approve the minutes of the meetings held  24 May and 7 June 2021 April 2021: It was resolved to approve both sets of minutes as accurate records of the meetings held.



	DPC/21/85: Finance 
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment, and the receipts and bank balances were noted, as per the circulated schedule.

a) To approve the revised version of the Internal Control Statement and Report: Deferred to allow absent members to contribute to the decision.


	DPC/21/86: To consider funding application from the “Men’s Shed”  for a compostable toilet: Following due consideration, it was agreed that as this project had recently benefitted from £5,000 in funding, and taking into account the Council’s current budgetary position and other funding commitments, it would not be possible to provide this additional amount. 

It was suggested that a temporary toilet could be used for a year, which would be an economical solution at around £25 a week, whilst additional funding was sought from other sources. Alternatively, a more permanent toilet could also be built instead.
The Parish Council would continue to support the group and the project and wished them well for the future.



	DPC/21/87: To consider funding application from the Debenham Roundabout Pre-school for a new fire alarm system and paving: It was resolved to fully support the request for £2,900 towards the purchase costs of a new fire alarm system, given the urgency of the request and the safety implications of the item being provided.  


	DPC/21/88: To consider funding application from “the Big Community Thank-You-Debenham Together”: It was resolved to support this community-minded initiative with a grant of £350.00. 


	DPC/21/89: Planning matters
a) Application: DC/21/03315 Land Between The Butts And, Little London Hill- Application for Outline Planning Permission (some matters reserved, access to be considered) - Erection of 4No single-storey dwellings and garages: The history of the site and the issues previously identified with developments therein were discussed by members. 
It was agreed that in accordance with the comments submitted about the previous applications, and although the Parish Council supported the application in principle, this would be subject to concerns being either addressed or significantly mitigated, as follows:

· Flooding- There would need to be evidence provided that the development would have no impact and/or that it was subject to mitigating measures.
· Highways concerns- This was a reserved matter in this application, therefore, full details from the Highways authority should be available before a decision was made by Planning. Some of the concerns raised previously were yet to be addressed, remained valid, and would only be exacerbated by an increased number of dwellings (please refer to our Consultee response to 0030/17 and DC/18/00192).
· Land- The proposed development would consume all the remaining land apart from a section at the top, which may be purchased and turned into agricultural provision/garden. The Parish Council requested that assurance was given that this land would indeed, become part of someone’s garden and not be available for further development at a later date.
b) Application: DC/21/03203 10 Ipswich Road- Erection of 1no. detached dwelling with associated parking and landscaping (following demolition of lean-to and outbuildings): It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application, subject to there being no ransom strip between the development and the land to the West. If there should be one, this must be retained by a public body, ie the Debenham Parish Council or Mid Suffolk District Council.
c) Decision: DC/21/02157The Bullock Shed At Brices Farm, Stoney Lane- Erection of extensions and alterations to the Bullock Barn to facilitate change of use to a dwelling (as previously approved under DC/18/04393). Erection of an outbuilding to house borehole plant and cycle storage, installation of a wind turbine and installation of a solar array- Planning Permission Granted: Noted.


	DPC/21/90: Committees and working groups: To receive reports and consider recommendations/ agree on actions, including:
a) Play Strategy Working Group: A very brief report was received from Cllr R Blackwell.
b) Traffic and Car Parking Working Group: Cllr R Blackwell had provided members with the recent SID traffic data results. It was suggested that these should be forwarded to MSDC for consideration alongside the Aspall Road development proposals. 

Cllr L Cockerton suggested that additional speed signs were placed along Aspall Road. 

A letter from two High Street residents was discussed by members. Given the existing infrastructure, there were limitations to what, if anything, could be done to improve the situation. However, from a health and safety point of view, the Parish Council would support a consultation to be carried out by SCC Highways to ascertain if anything could be done. It was decided that the parishioners would be asked for their permission to forward the correspondence to County Cllr M Hicks, for SCC to progress. 

c) Trees and Greens: A brief report was received from Cllr S Phipps. Cllr Phipps had trimmed the hedges around the BT boxes and had planted some infilling along the Privet hedge.  Cllr Phipps also suggested that he would start taking photographs of the Ash Trees in order to document their decline.
Cllr R Blackwell spoke about the difference between the green which had been cut near Moore’s Close by the Parish Council’s contractor and a neighbouring area, cut by a different contractor. The difference had been remarkable, which emphasized what a good job our contractor did.
d) Hoppit and Woodland matters: No matters to report.
e) Highways- To consider correspondence from residents re. parking and traffic movements on the High Street: The correspondence was discussed with members, as was the resulting letter sent to the County Councillor by the Clerk.
f) Public conveniences: To consider a request for additional signage:  Correspondence about additional signage for the public conveniences was discussed by members but no further action was agreed at that point. The member of the public had subsequently written again to list the signs they had found near the amenity.


	DPC/21/91: To note correspondence: All correspondence circulated to members ahead of the meeting or included on the agenda for consideration: An item regarding highways and road closures had already been discussed under agenda item 92 e). 


	DPC/21/92: To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: It was agreed that additional Slack training would be arranged for a number of Councillors; Members talked about the homeless person who had been staying in Debenham for a few days. It was noted how the village had come together to support this person in various ways; Cllr L Cockerton asked if there would be planned events to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee in 2020- a matter to be added to the next agenda.


	DPC/21/93: Date of next meeting: July 19th 2021: Noted.



With no other matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.35 pm.

Signed:_____________________________  Date:__________________________
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