

Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 21st February 2022, at 7:30 pm, at Dove Cottage, High Street, Debenham.

Present: Cllr S Palframan (Chairman), Cllr R Blackwell (Vice-chairman), Cllr D Seccombe, Cllr L Cockerton, Cllr M Hammond, one member of the public and Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk).
	DPC/22/6: To receive and consider apologies for absence and note any resignations: Apologies had been received from Cllrs G Helm, F Winrow-Giffin, S Phipps, County Cllr M Hicks and District Cllr K Guthrie. Mrs H Bateman’s resignation was also noted.

	DPC/22/7: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register: None received.



	DPC/22/8: Reports 

a) District Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.

b) County Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.



	DPC/22/9: Public participation section: A member of the public attended the meeting as part of the co-option process and introduced themselves to those present.



	DPC/22/10: Planning matters
       Applications:

a) DC/22/00646 - Land North of Bakers Lane, Winston - Construction of a Natural Flood Management feature in the headwaters of the Cherry Tree Brook tributary of the River Deben: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

b) DC/21/04754 - White Hall Barn, Stowmarket Road - Application for Outline Planning Permission (Access to be considered) - Erection of 2no. dwellings and garages together with new vehicular access and associated hardstanding: Following due consideration, although some matters were raised by members, on balance it was resolved to support the application subject to the Highways authority being satisfied in terms of access and safety. 

c) DC/22/00596 - 105 Gardeners Road - Erection of first floor and two storey side extension: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

An additional planning application had been received shortly before the meeting. This application would be considered by members under delegated powers to the Clerk.

Decisions: 

d) DC/228/ 00020 8 Gracechurch Street - Application for works to trees in a Conservation Area: fell 1no Oak (T1) and grind stump, reduce crown of 1no Cherry (T2), and reduce crown of 2no Thorn (T3 and T4): Raise no objection: Noted.

e) DC/22/00339 Hogs Kiss, Priory Lane - Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/01134- Conditions 5 (Ground Floor Levels) and Condition 6 (Provision of Obscure Glass)- Discharged: Noted.
f) DC/21/06484 22 Priory Lane - Installation of an air source heat pump (retention of) – Panning permission granted: Noted.
g) APP/W3520/W/21/3271036 The Angel Inn, 5 High Street, Debenham IP14 6QL - Both appeals dismissed: Noted. It was agreed that the Community Group should be approached for a progress report.

Other matters: MSDC Planning Peer Review meeting - Report on points raised by PC reps: Cllr M Hammond provided members with a brief report on this meeting, which both he and the Clerk had attended.



	DPC/22/11: To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 15th November 2021 and 7th February 2022: It was resolved to approve both sets of minutes as accurate records of the meetings held.

 

	DPC/22/12: Finance and Administration
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances/reconciliations: The reports pertaining to the accounts and bank balances/reconciliations had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. Payments made in previous months where meetings had been cancelled were ratified and had followed due process in terms of Financial Regulations and internal controls. In addition, it was resolved to approve the February accounts for payment, and the receipts and bank balances were noted, as follows:
Payments: 

£

Salaries, HMRC, pensions

1,814.27

Clerk expenses

243.56

Street Warden

1,083.33

Website Editor

120.00

Public Conveniences Cleaning

684.00

J Walton (parish mag)

18.31

G M Dawdry (tree works)

                            750.00

Smiths of Derby (St Mary’s Clock)

                            261.60

DPCC- (venue hire and storage)

250.00

DVH&PFT (venue hire)

25.00

E-on (energy supply telephone kiosk)

22.18

BT- Dove Cottage Wi-Fi

42.09

Cllr R Blackwell (Jubilee flag contribution)

75.00

Cllr R Blackwell (Gudgeons Prentice disbursement fees)

36.00

Total:

5,425.84

Receipts:

SCC grant- Platinum Jubilee weathervane

870.00

Library grant - Telephone kiosk

389.14

MSDC grant - Telephone kiosk

641.00

Total:

1,900.14

Balances:

PC Current account
16,634.77

PC Deposit account
181,552.96

Woodland Deposit account
7,276.22

Woodland Current account
2,087.56

Total:

224,215.24

b) To consider proposal for the publication of draft minutes: It was resolved to approve the proposal, with the additional recommendations from the Clerk. In terms of expectations from the Clerk and Councillors, the Draft minutes would be circulated to members within seven days of the meeting being held, members were expected to inform the Clerk if any errors were identified, and within fourteen days of the meeting date the draft minutes would be published on the Council’s website. 
c) To approve final arrangements for projector operator: It was resolved not to continue with this proposal for the time being but review it again in six months’ time.

d) To approve the Clerk’s scheme of delegation and attendance at parish coffee mornings: It was resolved to approve both proposals in full.

e) To consider options regarding meeting quorum: It was resolved to approve the initiation of the process which would lead to a reduction in the total number of councillors, to no less than eleven. 



	DPC/22/13: To consider funding application from the Debenham Roundabout Pre-school: Following due consideration, it was resolved not to support the funding application on this occasion. A number of pertinent matters were in the process of being decided and members would prefer to await the result of those decisions. Furthermore, the application was for revenue expenditure, which was not covered by the Council’s funding policy. 



	DPC/22/14: Queen’s Platinum Jubilee- To consider proposal to take part in the “Fly a special flag” initiative (financial contribution of £100 required towards fabrication of dedicated flag sourced locally): A brief report was received from Cllr R Blackwell. The final contribution required was for only £75 and this was approved by members and added to the accounts for payment.



	DPC/22/15: Committees, Working Groups and Council representatives: To receive reports and consider recommendations/ agree on actions, including - Traffic and Car Parking Working Group (URC car park considerations): Cllr R Blackwell provided a report. The URC required some documentation which was no longer being held on file in easy -access format and would need to be retrieved from archive at a cost of £36.00. This expenditure was agreed so that enquiries could be progressed and a reimbursement of £36.00 was made to Cllr R Blackwell.


	DPC/22/16: To note correspondence: All correspondence is circulated to members ahead of the meeting or included on the agenda for consideration: There was no further correspondence to be considered.


	DPC/22/17: To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: There were no further Councillor’s reports or matters to be raised.


	DPC/22/18: Date of next meeting: To agree alternative arrangements due to unavailability of regular venue: It was agreed to continue with the same meeting date but find an alternative venue for the March 21st meeting.


	DPC/22/19: To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: It was resolved to exclude the press and public. The remaining member of the public left the meeting at this point.


	DPC/22/20: To receive update on green initiatives: An update was provided by Cllr R Blackwell on the progress being made and furthering of enquiries.


	DPC/22/21: To consider matters pertaining to contracts and tenders: Correspondence received from a contractor was discussed with members and it was agreed to delegate the scrutiny of response received to the Clerk, and for a recommendation to be prepared for consideration by full Council at the next meeting.



With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.10pm.

Signed:___________________________________  Date:___________________________
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