Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 21st January 2019 at 7:30pm at Dove Cottage, Debenham

Present:  Cllrs S Palframan (Chairman), R Blackwell (Vice-chairman), G Helm, S Dobson, M Hammond, J Baldwin, D Seccombe, District Cllr K Guthrie, County Cllr M Hicks, Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk) and two members of the public.
	1. Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin, L Cockerton and S Phipps.

	2. Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register: Cllr J Baldwin declared a pecuniary interest on items pertaining to her allotment plot and Cllr M Hammond’s dispensation with regards to NP maters was noted.



	3. Reports 

3.1 District Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated ahead of the meeting and this was added to by Cllr K Guthrie. 

3.2 County Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated ahead of the meeting and this was added to by Cllr K M Hicks. 

Cllr S Palframan took the opportunity to thank Cllrs K Guthrie and M Hicks for their invaluable contributions and extreme professionalism with regards to their handling of the recent Taylor Wimpey planning committee meeting, as well as the parishioner who also spoke very eloquently at the same meeting. 



	4. Public participation at meetings: Meeting open to allow members of the public (including those wishing to speak on planning applications being considered). Although there were no comments at this point, a member of the public did arrive later in the meeting and by way of resolution of the council, they were permitted to speak.
The member of the public expressed their view with regards to the Parish Council handling of a recent planning application and subsequent appeals and asked for the Council to allow for future engagement and dialogue now that the appeal process had been finalised.

It was explained that although engagement with applicants was acceptable, members of the council were expected to behave in a fair, transparent and consistent manner with all such matters and that ultimately the Council as the local authority had a duty to its electorate and the depth of feeling or strength of conviction expressed by the majority.

The member of the public agreed that it was reassuring that the Parish Council was prepared to engage and was hopeful of their support with the new venture in the future.   


	5. To approve the minutes of the meeting held December 10th 2018: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.


	6. Finance and Administration
6.1 To approve the 2019/20 budget and precept: It was resolved to approve the budget and precept of £74,232 for 2019/2020. 
The Parish Council approved an increase of 3.62% on its precept for the next financial year. This would represent an additional amount of £2,595 and would be reflected on parishioner’s council tax bills for a Band D property (Parish Council element) as an additional £1.79 per year from £89.50 to £91.29. 
6.2 To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances:  It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment as per list attached to these minutes. Receipts and bank balances were noted.

6.3 To receive update on Locality Budget funding applications submitted by the Clerk and Cllr R Blackwell: the three funding applications (for the Allotment composting project, the telephone kiosk and the Litter Campaign) had been approved by District Cllr K Guthrie. Cllr K Guthrie was thanked for yet again showing her support for local initiatives, which was very much appreciated and would allow such projects to get “off the ground”.
6.4 6.4 Action List: The action list was updated by the Clerk and members.



	7. Planning matters
7.1 Applications received for recommendation to MSDC:

             a) DC/19/00034 Old Hall Farm, Roamwood Green Lane- Replacement of existing windows (LBC): 

It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
b) DC/18/05566 37 Great Back Lane – Erection of front porch and two storey rear extension following demolition of rear lean-to: Application withdrawn by applicant.
c) DC/19/00090 - Windy Ridge, Little London Hill- Erection of a single storey rear extension: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
      7.2 To note Approvals/Refusals/Appeals:

a) DC/18/04876 Land to The South-West of Mill House, Gracechurch Street- Full Planning Application - Change of Use of agricultural land to south-west of Mill House to residential garden land- Granted.
b) DC/17/06293 Land To The North Of, Gracechurch Street- Outline Planning permission (all matters reserved except for access immediately from the public highway), for: the erection of up to 295 dwellings, 2ha for potential primary school site or community/care use, and two new vehicular accesses from Gracechurch Street, together with associated developments including flood alleviation and attenuation features for wider mitigation and separate Suds for site; associated public open space and landscaping; and other infrastructure and utilities- Refused.
c) APP/W3520/W/18/3207852 Cherry Tree Inn, 1 Cherry Tree Lane- Appeal A Dismissed, Appeal B Allowed.
d) APP/W3520/W/18/3206315 Cherry Tree Inn, 1 Cherry Tree Lane- Appeals A and B Allowed.

      7.3 Other Planning Correspondence:

a) Receipt of Notice of Referendum for the Parish of Debenham: Noted.


	8. Committees and working groups: To receive reports and consider recommendations/agree actions:
8.1 Cemetery (Inc. St Mary’s Church and URC): A quote for further repairs to the St Mary’s Church wall was still outstanding, therefore this matter would be deferred to the next meeting.

8.2 Trees and Greens (Inc Gardeners Road resident tree works request): Unable to consider report due to Cllr S Phipps absence. A quote had been received for the felling of the large conifer near the URC but as it was not on parish council owned land, it would be up to local residents whether they wished to share the costs and have the work done themselves.

8.3 Street furniture/public lavatories: No matters to report.
8.4 Highways: Including to note receipt of SCC (stopping, waiting and loading prohibitions and restrictions and on-street parking places (map based) Order 201: Circulated amongst members at the meeting for noting purposes.
8.5 Woodland: No further matters to report.
8.6 Neighbourhood Plan: Due to the Referendum on 7th February 2017 and pursuant to The Neighbourhood Planning (Referendum) Regulations 2012 (section 5), there will be no matter raised under this item, no discussion and no voting. Noted.
8.7 Debenham Youth Provision: There were no new developments to report at present.
8.8 Debenham Maintenance Group: There were no further development in this area either.
8.9 Debenham Litter Group: To approve final letter re dog fouling campaign: Cllr D Seccombe was working on the letter with a member of the Litter campaign. The next Spring Clean event was due to take place on 30 March 2019.
8.10 Debenham Leisure Centre: A brief report was received from Cllr G Helm, following her first attendance at a Trustees meeting. 


	9. To note correspondence circulated to members and consider any additional responses needed: A further item of correspondence was considered regarding the Queen’s Garden party and it was unanimously agreed to nominate Cllr R Blackwell.


	10. To consider matters raised by Cllrs at previous meetings and subsequent updates received:
10.1 Village Green telephone box: A brief report was received from Cllr R Blackwell regarding proposals being considered for the telephone Kiosk near the green, which included stripping it out and installing a mini computer with a receiver. The receiver could be pre-programmed with items of interest, such as local history. Other ideas were also being considered.

Funding for the project had been secured thanks to District Cllr K Guthrie and the next step would be to follow the process of decommissioning the kiosk, which Cllr D Seccombe would be assisting the Clerk with.
An additional benefit could be the use of the existing power supply for the Christmas tree lights. Cllrs were asked to think of other ideas and bring them to the next meeting for consideration.



	11. Chair’s urgent business: any items not on this agenda but of such urgency as to merit, in the Chair’s opinion, immediate action: There was no Chairman’s urgent business.


	12. To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: The Clerk was asked to prepare a brief on councillor lobbying for clarification and future reference.
It was noted that although members of the public were able to attend council meetings and listen to councillors debate the various motions being considered, this did not necessarily mount to engagement with councillors, so other forms of doing so should be considered as and when appropriate.   

Members also expressed their appreciation for all those who had worked so hard to provide the excellent Christmas events, including the lights on the trees, the competitions, etc.


	13. Date of next meeting:  18th February 2019 

	Temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed


	14. To consider any other reports/correspondence received by the Council and agree any response needed: A request for the Parish Council to reconsider its response to a recent FOI request was reviewed by members and the response agreed unanimously. There were no further reports to be considered.
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8.25pm.

Signed:__________________________  Date:___________________________
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