
Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 20th April 2020 at 7:45pm via Webex virtual conferencing.
Present:  Cllrs J Baldwin (Chairman), R Blackwell (Vice-chairman), S Palframan, G Helm, D Seccombe, M Hammond, S Phipps, F Winrow-Giffin, L Cockerton,  Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk), and no members of the public.
	DPC/20/35: Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllr S Dobson, which were approved by members. 

	DPC/20/36: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda, dispensations and additions to register: Cllr R Blackwell declared a pecuniary interest on item 40 a), accompanied by a request for dispensation.  The dispensation request was approved by members.


	DPC/20/37: To note District and County Cllrs reports: Reports from both Councillors had been received and circulated to members. Technical issues had meant that although both Cllrs wished to attend the virtual meeting, they had been unable to do so.

Comments from councillors included questions as to when local recycling centres were likely to re-open to the public, amid fears that fly tipping might be on the increase.

Members also wished to thank District Cllr K Guthrie for her support in attaining grant funding from MSDC for a local food parcel scheme, which was serving not just Debenham residents but from all other parishes within the ward.



	DPC/20/38:  To approve Scheme of Delegation for Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer in order to ensure service continuity:  It was resolved to approve the delegation to the Clerk. Clerk to act within confinements of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and budget; Decisions to be circulated to members in advance whenever possible and in line with the High Consequence Infectious Disease policy 2020-item 8. 

Virtual meetings would continue to be held in order for the Council to consider any matters which may not be addressed under the delegation scheme, such as the approval of annual accounts, material or contentious planning applications, new policies, budget changes and the likes.


	DPC/20/39: To receive notes of the Cemetery Committee Virtual Meeting held 14 April 2020 and consider recommendations therein: Cllr F Winrow-Giffin declared a pecuniary interest in grass cutting matters. The main points from the meeting were discussed by members. It was resolved to re-start the grass cutting contract in all areas (cemetery, St Mary’s Church, allotments, all greens and open spaces, Recreation Ground and Gardeners Road play areas). The contractor was able to operate whilst observing self-distancing rules but the Clerk would also ask members of the public to respect those same rules and maintain their distance if they came into contact with them.

The current Cemetery burial and internment capacity had also been considered and it was established that although no further action was needed at this point, the matter would be reviewed at a later stage if necessary.



	DPC/20/40: Finance and Administration
a) To approve new bank mandate details, accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances: It was resolved to approve the new bank mandate details. The accounts for payment were also approved and receipts and bank balances noted, as per circulated schedule. 
b) To approve renewal of existing service contracts: Cllr F Winrow-Giffin declared a pecuniary interest in this matter. It was resolved to renew all three existing contracts for a further period of three years, in the same terms as those agreed in 2017, subject to the contractors’ willingness to continue. Letters to be sent in the coming month in readiness for renewal date.
c) To approve policies and statutory documents as reviewed by the FAWG on March 9th 2020 (following March meeting cancelation due to Covid-19): It was resolved to approve the documents and policies, as reviewed by FAWG, as follows:
· Financial Regulations

· Standing Orders

· Anti-harassment and bullying policy

· Community Engagement policy
· Equality Diversity policy

· Financial Risk Assessment 

· Operation London Bridge

· GDPR Consent Forms

· General Risk Assessment

· Terms of Reference- Internal Audit

· Electronic Communications policy

· FOI Model Publication Scheme

· Statement of Internal Controls

· Application for funding over £750.00

· Application for funding under £750.00

· Funding policy

· Complaints policy

· High Consequence Infectious Disease policy
· Pre-planning application meetings with developers’ policy
d) To approve the appointment of Responsible Financial Officer and Internal Auditor (following March meeting cancelation due to Covid-19): As part of a routine statutory requirement, it was resolved to approve the appointment of the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer and SALC Audit Services as the Internal Auditor.


	DPC/20/41: COVID-19: Updates and any further considerations: Cllr R Blackwell provided a brief report on Helping Hands: As of its launch the previous Friday, eighty six requests for assistance had been received, for things such as prescription collection, shopping, etc. One hundred volunteers had registered with the system, which was an amazing response to the appeal, and did  not include the local Good Neighbours Scheme, who already operated separately without being on the register.
The telephone befriending scheme had sixteen volunteers in its books, waiting for calls from anyone in need of a friendly chat.

Cllr J Baldwin reported on the food parcel scheme. Five parcels had been delivered on that day following a considerable purchase of stock from BidFood. Beneficiaries had been informed that contents of the parcels may vary depending on availability and parcels were put together depending on the size of the household and any specific needs, whenever these could be observed.  
From the £5,000 MSDC grant, £600 had been spent so far. Beneficiaries were asked to contact the Clerk fortnightly to confirm whether they still wished to receive a parcel and referrals were accepted from residents in any parish within Cllr K Guthrie’s Ward. 
An article was due to feature on the next issue of the parish magazine and it was hoped this would reach a wider audience. The system operated on a self-referral basis and the local doctor’s surgery and schools had also been informed.
Updates from other Councillors: Cllr R Blackwell proposed that changes to the Neighbourhood Plan award nomination text were approved, which they were. 

Cllr S Palframan proposed that a recommendation within an item of correspondence recently received regarding the same NP award was actioned by the Parish Council and this was agreed by all.

Cllr M Hammond discussed with members points pertaining to local footpaths and legislation which was due to be finalized If they were not “claimed” by 2026. This was the Government’s cut-off date after which time it will no longer be possible to add them to the Public ROW maps, which meant the public’s right to access them would not be protected in the future.

Cllr M Hammond agreed to send a brief bullet point report to the Council’s Rights of Way representative and to liaise with other relevant interested parties locally in order to raise awareness and act where necessary to protect the local footpaths.
The work recently carried out by two local residents to improve a footpath was also praised by members, who agreed that a letter of thanks should be forthcoming.

Further comments pertaining to planning matters were also noted.



	DPC/20/42: Date of next meeting:  18 May 2020: Noted. 
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