Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 18th February 2019 at 7:30pm at Dove Cottage, Debenham

Present:  Cllrs S Palframan (Chairman), R Blackwell (Vice-chairman), G Helm, M Hammond, J Baldwin, L Cockerton, District Cllr K Guthrie, County Cllr M Hicks, Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk) and two members of the public.
	1. Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs S Dobson, S Phipps, F Winrow-Giffin, D Seccombe and County Cllr D Hicks. 

	2. Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register:  Cllr J Baldwin declared a pecuniary interest on items pertaining to her allotment plot and Cllr M Hammond’s dispensation with regards to NP maters was noted.



	3. Reports 

3.1 District Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated ahead of the meeting and this was added to by Cllr K Guthrie. 

3.2 County Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated to members.


	4. Public participation at meetings: Meeting open to allow members of the public: There were no comments from the public gallery.
 

	5. To approve the minutes of the meeting held January 21st 2019: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.


	6. Finance and Administration
6.1 To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment as per list attached to these minutes. Receipts and bank balances were noted.

6.2 To consider options with regards to funding the provision of WI-FI at Dove Cottage: It was resolved to approve the funding, in its entirety, for the installation of a BT Line and Wi-Fi connection at Dove Cottage. It was also suggested that the initial contract (12/18 months) could be paid in advance, thus saving the Council some of the cost and that it should be reviewed prior to renewal in order to secure competitive rates. 
6.3 To consider holding an FAWG meeting to review council policies and statutory documents: It was resolved to hold an FAWG meeting on March 11th in line with the recommendations made by the Clerk. This would be followed by a short Allotment Committee meeting, as originally scheduled for this date.
6.4 Review of Parish Council insurance: To approve additional items of cover: Following a review of the current policy, it was resolved to approve the additional item of cover pertaining to GDPR.
6.5 Action List: The action list was updated by the Clerk and members.
 

	7. Planning matters
7.1 Applications received for recommendation to MSDC:

             a) DC/19/0037 7 Priory Lane- Erection of extension form first floor accommodation: It was resolved to 
recommend the approval of this planning application.

b) DC/19/00527 - The Trainshed, Little London Hill- Erection of two storey side extension and first floor side extension. Replacement of existing roof structure. Erection of porch. Erection of detached garage and additional parking: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

      7.2 To note Approvals/Refusals/Appeals:

a) DC/19/00034 Old Hall Farm, Roamwood Green Lane: Listed building consent granted.
      7.3 Other Planning Correspondence: No further planning correspondence had been received.


	8. Committees and working groups: To receive reports and consider recommendations/agree actions:
8.1 Cemetery (Inc. St Mary’s Church and URC): Including date of next meeting and handover of 

Cemetery records: Date of the next committee meeting to be agreed by members (list of dates to be circulated by the Clerk and members to confirm their availability); Cllr L Cockerton reported that she had handed over the parish cemetery records to Cllr D Seccombe, who would be maintaining them in future, in line with the electronic records which he had recently created for the Council. This would continue to save the Council in terms of mileage expenditure as it saved the Clerk having to travel to Debenham in order to mark plots ahead of internments. Both Cllr L Cockerton and Cllr D Seccombe were thanked for this administrative support. 
       8.2 Allotments: To note date of next meeting: The date remained as agreed, on March 11th, but would 

now take place following the FAWG meeting agreed under agenda item 6.3.
8.3 Neighbourhood Plan D C: To consider recommendations agreed at the meeting held 12 Jan 2019: Brief reports were received form the Clerk and Cllr S Palframan, which included a list of recommendations put forward by the NP Delivery Committee.  The recommendations were as follows:
· To disband the NP Delivery Committee,  as the objectives of the NPDC had been completed

· For the Parish Council to initiate the process of delivering the Neighbourhood Plan, set priorities and agree mechanisms

· For the creation of a Steering Group to progress the main NP Priority of traffic and parking, with Cllrs J Baldwin and R Blackwell as initial volunteers

· For the creation of a Housing Development Steering Group – to be led by the Parish Council 

· For the preparation of an explanatory article for publication in all the local mediums which explained what the successful NP referendum meant for the parish

· For the Parish Council to make a commitment to treating the Neighbourhood Plan as a “live” document and to review it as and when necessary, so that it remained relevant and valid between now and 2036

· For members to consider all the different areas on the current Neighbourhood Plan and assess where they would like to make a contribution, with the objective of there being one lead member of the council on each of the strategic areas

It was resolved to approve all the recommendations made. Cllr S Palframan to prepare the article for publication and lead positions to be further discussed at the next meeting.

It was also resolved to write to the Chief Executive and Leader of MSDC, thanking MSDC and in particular both Neighbourhood Plan Team officers, for their expert advice in the preparation of our Neighbourhood Plan (including copy to District Cllr K Guthrie)- Clerk to action.

8.4 Trees and Greens: (Including Gardeners Road resident tree works request and request from the 

Debenham WI for the siting of a centenary commemorative bench on the village green: It was resolved to approve the siting of the WI bench on the village green, subject to the exact location being agreed by two councillors and representative of the WI. Tree matters were deferred due to Cllr S Phipps absence. 
8.8 Debenham Litter Group: A brief update was received, including the date of the next Spring Clean 

event- March 30th – meeting point Dove Cottage.


	9. To note correspondence circulated to members and consider any additional responses needed, including:

a) Mid Suffolk draft Housing Land Supply Position Statement consultation response: The Parish Council’s response was agreed in line with Cllr M Hammond’s recommendations.

b) Elections 2019 brief: The Clerk provided members with a brief regarding the upcoming elections. A number of queries were raised regarding the nomination forms, which the Clerk would clarify in due course.
All other correspondence had been circulated to members and no further responses were needed. 



	10. Village Green telephone kiosk project: To receive update and consider further actions, including its formal adoption by the Parish Council: A brief update was received. It was resolved to formally adopt the telephone kiosk, even though it was understood the Parish Council was the legal owner already.


	11. Chair’s urgent business: any items not on this agenda but of such urgency as to merit, in the Chair’s opinion, immediate action: There was no Chairman’s urgent business.


	12. To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: There were no reports or requests from councillors.


	13. Date of next meeting:  18th March 2019 

	Temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed

	14. To consider any other reports/correspondence received by the Council and agree any response needed: An item of correspondence pertaining to a Freedom of Information request was discussed by the Council and subsequent action approved by members. 


	15. To consider nominations for the Community Awards: A number of nominations were received. It was agreed to publicise it more widely in order to encourage members of the public to nominate their “unsung heroes”- deadline March 21st. 


	16. To agree next Employment Committee meeting date and staff appraisal date: A list of dates/times to be circulated amongst members. 

With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8.20pm.




Signed:____________________________________  Date:______________________________________
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