DEBENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Chair: Cllr F Winrow-Giffin 
                                                                Clerk: Mrs D Bedwell

Telephone: 01473 787861        Email:  parish.clerk@debenhamparishcouncil.org 
October 10th, 2023
All Parish Councillors are required to attend a meeting of the Debenham Parish Council on Monday, October 16th, 2023, at 7.30 pm at Dove Cottage, High Street, Debenham. All parishioners are also invited to attend. The meeting will be open to the public, and any parishioner wishing to raise a matter should speak at item 136.
Dina Bedwell
AGENDA

	Chairperson’s announcement: 

Welcome to this meeting of the Debenham Parish Council.

The Council, members of the public and the press may record/film this meeting when the public and the press are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who attends a meeting and objects to being filmed should advise the Parish Clerk. Please switch all mobile phones off or to silent. May I remind all those present to be courteous and not to have private conversations whilst the meeting is in progress. Thank you.
	

	DPC/23/134: To consider apologies for absence 
	7:30

	DPC/23/135: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda
	7:32

	DPC/23/136: Public participation section
	7:33

	DPC/23/137: Reports 

a) District Councillor’s report
b) County Councillor’s report

	7:43

	DPC/23/138: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on September 18th 2023 and the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 13 October 2023

	7:50

	DPC/23/139: Planning matters
a) Application: DC/23/04541 - Debenham High School, Gracechurch Street - Erection of extension providing increase to existing classroom space, an additional classroom, the relocation of canopy structure and associated landscape surfacing
b) Application: DC/23/04478 - 11 Cross Green - Erection of outbuilding (following removal of existing shed)(retention of)

c) Application: DC/23/04310 - 17 High Street - Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area- Cut back overhanging branches on 1 No. Plum (T1), Remove 1 broken branch from 1 No. Ash (T2), prune and reshape 1 No. Plum (T3), 1 No. Pear (T4) and 1 No. apple (T5) by approx 1-1.5m all round. Fell 1 No. Plum (T6). Reduce and reshape 1 No. Hawthorn (T7) by approx 2m all round. Fell 1 No. Conifer (T8). Reduce and reshape 1 No. Cherry (T9) by approx 2m all round. Reduce and reshape 1 No. Ash (T10) by 2m all round to the last position. Reduce and reshape 1 No. Cherry (T11) by approx 4m all round. Fell 1 No. Spruce (T12). Fell 1No. Cherry (T13)

d) Application: DC/23/04658 - The Old Library, Gracechurch Street - Alterations to the existing front porch, and existing driveway, demolition of the existing steps and pathway. Replacement of boundary fence between The Old Library and 3 Gracechurch Street

e) Application: DC/23/04718 - 23 Moores Close - Erection of two-storey and single-storey side and front extensions

f) Decision: DC/23/04185 Kiln Cottage, 8 Low Road - Works to Trees in a Conservation Area - Reduce 1No. Eucalyptus (T1) back to boundary line: No objection raised
g) Decision: DC/23/03448 Hill House Barn, Thorpe Lane - Change of use of land and conversion of agricultural building to form 3No dwellings including alterations to vehicular access: Permission granted
h) Decision: DC/23/04472 Land East Of, Aspall Road - Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/02982 - Condition 5 (Archaeological Written Investigation): Conditions discharged

i) Decision: DC/23/03669 8 Gracechurch Street - Application for Outline Planning Permission (All Matters Reserved) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Erection of 1No detached dwelling with garage and construction of new vehicular access: Permission granted
j) Decision: DC/23/03765 Weavers Cottage, 6 Low Road -  Erection of a detached garden room (following removal of existing shed) – Permission granted

	7:52

	DPC/23/140: Finance and Administration
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances/reconciliations
b) To receive and note the External Audit Report for the year ended 31 March 2023
c) To review the membership of the Employment Committee (Cllr JS)
d) To review the Debenham PC Funding Policy (Cllr MH)
e) To approve the Debenham PC Health and Safety Policy

f) To approve changes to the Barclays Bank mandate

g) Remembrance - To approve the purchase of the Debenham PC Wreath and agree representation
h) Council Action List 

	8:10

	DPC/23/141: To consider a funding application from the Debenham Leisure Centre (DVH&PFT) for £500 towards the Fireworks event

	8:25

	DPC/23/142: Energy matters

a) Renewable energy projects, including solar array – To consider whether such projects should be community-led rather than Parish Council-led (Cllr JB)

b) To review the decision made at the March 2023 meeting regarding funding for public consultation on solar panels, and agree on the format of any new proposals (Cllr A G-A)
c) To consider a proposal that the Solar Panels Working Group look into options for energy  community generation- Terms to be agreed if approved (Cllr A G-A) 
d) To consider the “Community Energy Initiative – seeking interested residents throughout the 10 villages “ correspondence and agree on a response

	8:35

	DPC/23/143: To consider commissioning the cleaning and renovation of the Debenham War Memorial (Cllr KB)

 
	9:05

	DPC/23/144: Committees, working groups and representatives: To receive reports and consider recommendations / agree on actions
a) Play provision -To receive an update from the Play Areas Working Group, including funding applications submitted and delivery of Phase 1 of the Recreation Ground Project (initial expenditure approval) (Cllr JS)
b) Events and Festivities- To consider Christmas expenditure and arrangements
c) Highways- To consider correspondence about returning the disabled parking bay on the High Street to a regular parking bay; To agree response to the Temporary Eye Traffic Order consultation and consider whether Debenham should apply for a similar provision 
d) Trees and greens – To consider correspondence from one resident re. willow tree in front of their property

e) St Mary’s Church- To consider the quote received for the repair of the village clock

f) Hoppit Woodland and Lakes-Theft of fish from the lake- to receive correspondence and consider any further action

	9:10

	DPC/23/145: To note any further correspondence (all correspondence is circulated to members ahead of the meeting or included on the agenda for consideration):
a) Salc conference notification 29/11/23 9:30 am to 3:30 pm
b) Suffolk Police Local Policing Meeting notification – 17/10/2023 6:30 pm Stowmarket Police Station

	9:35

	DPC/23/146: To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda (no decision can be made unless exempt or under delegated power)

	9:37

	DPC/23/147: Date of next meeting: 20th November 2023 
	9:42

	DPC/23/148: To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: It was resolved to exclude any remaining members of the public.

	9:43

	DPC/23/149: Employment matters - Annual review (Cllr  G H)
	9:44

	DPC/23/150: Contractual matters – To consider an amendment to existing contracts 
	10:30
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