Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 16th September 2019 at 7:30pm at Dove Cottage, High Street, Debenham.

Present:  Cllrs R Blackwell (Chairman), L Cockerton, M Hammond, D Seccombe, S Palframan, S Phipps, S Dobson, Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk) and no members of the public.
	DPC/19/01: Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs G Helm, J Baldwin and F Winrow-Giffin and were approved by Council. Apologies had also been received from District Cllr K Guthrie and County Cllr M Hicks. 

	DPC/19/02: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register: Cllr R Blackwell declared a non-pecuniary interest on item DPC/19/06 F).



	DPC/19/03: Reports 

a) District Councillor’s report: No report available.
b) County Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting.



	DPC/19/04: Public participation at meetings: There were no members of the public present. 
 

	DPC/19/05: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on July 15th 2019: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.


	DPC/19/06: Finance and Administration
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payments and receipts / bank balances were noted (as per attached listing).

b) To receive Internal and External Audit Reports and note any recommendations received: The Internal Audit report and recommendations contained therein were noted by the council and the Clerk was congratulated on the work which had led to it. The External Audit report was yet to be completed and would be noted at the next meeting.

c) To approve expenditure for the Remembrance Sunday wreath: It was resolved to approve expenditure of £80 for this item. 
d) To approve expenditure for “Parish Online” mapping tool: It was resolved to approve expenditure of £180.00 for this item.

e) To approve expenditure for the Christmas trees and consider alternative power supply: It was resolved to approve expenditure for this item. This would include additional costs of up to £500.00 for a new electrical connection, as the supply point used in prior years was no longer available. Cllr R Blackwell to organise with local contractor.
f) To consider application for funding from the Debenham Library Foundation: Cllr R Blackwell had declared a non-pecuniary interest on this item. Following a brief discussion, it was resolved to grant fund the initiative by £250.00.
g) Action list: Although the full Action list was deferred to the next meeting as it was still being updated, the Clerk reported on a number of items, as follows:
· An update had been received from the Safe Neighbourhood Team regarding the recent letter drop to the Aspall Road Area and the mobile Police station event outside the Co-op on September 12th. 
· A planning application for the URC chapel, to renew the front door and some of the interior, was due to be submitted soon.
· UKPN had confirmed that the long overdue tree maintenance works would be carried out to the Lime trees near the URC.

· The broken manhole cover on the High Street, which had been reported to SCC Highways on August 23rd, was in hand to be repaired.

· The Debenham Cemetery rates assessment was due and was passed on to Cllr D Seccombe, who kindly agreed to complete it. 

· The Woodland Group had considered a recent parishioner request for handrails to be installed in Hogs Kiss and were in the process of seeking quotes for the same.

· Various tree matters were reported (and updates provided by Cllr S Phipps) with regards to Cross Green, Henniker Road, Chancery Lane, Lock Close and St Mary’s Churchyard. 

· Matters pertaining to Litter Picks, Community Transport initiative BSEVC, the Debenham Emergency Plan and associated Welfare Group were also noted.


	DPC/19/07: Planning matters
Applications received for recommendation to MSDC:

a) DC/19/03495 2 High Street: Part change of use of (C3) Dwelling to (A1) Barber Shop: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application, subject to it not being a threat to housing stocks.
b) DC/19/04142 Cooks Retreat, 10 Cross Green: Change of use of annexed accommodation from holiday let to permanent residential use(C3): On the basis of Clause F of NP Policy 11, alternative use would provide sustainability, as it would bring the building back into use, therefore it was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
c) DC/19/03961 52 High Street:  Change of use of Shop A1 to Dwelling C3 and alterations as detailed in design and access statement, heritage statement and proposed plans and elevations drawing no. 02: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
d) DC/19/03962 52 High Street: Application for Listed Building Consent - Alterations as detailed in design and access statement, heritage statement and proposed plans and elevations drawing no. 02 to facilitate change of use to dwelling: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
e) DC/19/03904 Greenkeepers Cottage, Great Back Lane: Erection of single storey front and rear extensions: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
f) DC/ 19/03718 4 Cross Green: Erection of summerhouse: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
To note Approvals/Refusals/Appeals:

g) DC/19/03098 Hogs Kiss, Priory Lane: Render house and garage, paint windows; Installation of bi-fold doors. Planning Permission Granted.
h) DC/19/02763 2 Aspall Road: Application for Listed Building Consent - Re-build part of existing brick wall of outbuilding: Listed Building Consent refused.
i) DC/19/03449 Coach House, Priory Lane: Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/19/02438 - Condition 3 (Fenestration): Discharged.
j) DC/19/03033 White Hall Cottage, Bush Corner, Stowmarket Road: Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/19/01586 - Condition 3 (Materials), Condition 4 (Repairs to Roof and Inspection) and Condition 5 (Roof Section): Discharged.
k) DC/19/01771 10 Ipswich Road: Erection of 8no. dwellings (following demolition of bungalow): Planning Permission Refused.


	DPC/19/08: Committees and working groups: To receive reports and consider recommendations/agree actions: (Representatives to raise matters pertaining to their respective groups for debate and consideration by the Council)

a) Trees and Greens: Inc. Lime Trees (Chancery Lane), Conifer (near URC), and Ash (Cemetery): Further updates, in addition to those received under DPC/19/06 g), were given by Cllr S Phipps. 
b) Highways: Inc. obstructions/inconsiderate parking on Water Lane (Cllr RB); Provision of pedestrian safety signage along Chancery Lane; To appoint additional representatives for the SCC Highways self-help scheme: 
Cllr R Blackwell had spoken with the resident in question and the matter appeared to have been resolved. 

The Clerk was still awaiting recommendations from the SCC Highways representative for safety signage on Chancery Lane.

The volunteers appointed for the SCC Highways Self-Help scheme were Cllr S Phipps, Cllr R Blackwell, the Clerk and a member of the public.
c) Litter and waste: To note next litter pick event on 12 October 2019 and approve expenditure: A brief report was received from Cllr D Seccombe. Expenditure of £80.00 was approved for sundries during the next litter pick, which was planned for October.
d) Telephone Kiosk project, including BT permission for use: No further permissions would be needed as the Parish Council owned the kiosk. Cllr R Blackwell was unable to provide a progress report at this point but would do so at the next meeting.
e) Allotments: To appoint additional committee membership and consider any alterations to the 2019/2020 tenancy renewals and Allotment Rules: There were no further changes or amendments to the Allotment Rules or Terms. Cllr R Blackwell agreed to attend Allotment Committee meetings in his ex-officio capacity if needed, following Cllr J Baldwin’s resignation from this committee. Cllr J Baldwin was thanked, in her absence, for the help and support she had given the Committee during her time.
f) Debenham History Project: To appoint assistant for the completion of a project: It was suggested that a named member of the public should be approached as they would be ideally skilled to support this project.
g) Cemetery: Non-domestic rates- revaluation 2021 consideration: Cllr D Seccombe kindly agreed to complete the necessary form and submit it to the assessor, as reported under the action list.
h) Woodland Steering Group: There were no further matters to report.
i) Debenham Leisure Centre: A brief update was received from Cllr M Hammond, which included the recent changes in chairmanship. 
j) Swimming Pool project: A brief report was received from Cllr S Dobson.


	DPC/19/09: Neighbourhood Plan Delivery Committee: 

a) To note approved minutes of meeting held 22 July 2019: The minutes, which had already been circulated and approved by the Committee, were noted by Council.
b) To note draft minutes of meeting held 2 September 2019: Deferred.
c) To receive feedback on meetings held with developers regarding future proposed developments: A brief report was received from Cllr S Palframan on the meetings held with two developers and their proposed developments for Debenham. 
d) To approve response to MSDC Joint Local Plan Consultation: The recommendation prepared by the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery Committee was approved by members and read as follows:
Adopt Local Plan As a matter of urgency 

In order to increase likelihood of planning applications that propose sustainable development that meets the needs of local communities. 

Strongly supports the preferred options that relate to Debenham

These options are in accordance with the adopted Debenham NP which were arrived at following expert analysis, wide public consultation and independent scrutiny by a Government appointed examiner.

Policy LP05: “Replacement dwelling and additional dwellings on sub-divided plots”

Support subject to the following additional requirements. Firstly the proposed dwellings closest to neighbouring existing dwellings must be single storey to meet local needs for bungalows (link to Policy LP06) or have a ridge line which is no higher than the lowest ridge line of neighbouring existing dwellings. Secondly a requirement to provide landscaping in advance of development on boundaries shared with existing neighbouring dwellings.

Supporting Evidence:  High level of objections to sub divide plots. The need to mitigate impact of such development on neighbouring dwellings. The need to avoid “cramming”, the need to protect the rural nature of Core Villages.

Policy LP06: “Supported and Special needs Housing”

Support in general; but object to policy (c) on grounds that 3% for bungalows is too low. In addition requirement should be specific, requiring bungalows to have a minimum of 2 double bedrooms, to comply with “Homes for Life“ standard and to be economical and low cost to occupy.

Supporting Evidence: Increasingly aged population, particularly in Core Villages. Some of whom wish to downsize to quality single storey accommodation within their existing locality, thereby maintaining their social and support networks. Downsizing will release under-occupied dwellings. Following documents: “Suffolk Healthy Ageing Needs Assessment” and “MSDC/BDC Strategic Housing Market Assessment” provide evidence of need.    

Policy LP18; Landscape

Support subject to addition of following. 

In Core villages Substantial landscape and screening belts to be provided on all boundaries of major or strategic sites prior to commencement of engineering or construction works.

Supporting Evidence:  The views of Core villages expressed at meeting with MSDC officers on 1/8/19. At that meeting the Core villages also referred to other Local Planning Authorities which appeared to have adopted and enforced such a policy. 

The need to mitigate the impact of major development on the landscape and on the special rural character of MSDCs’ Core Villages.   
Priory Lane, Debenham- Recommendation that the designation of the section of Priory Lane, Debenham, shown coloured green on plan titled “Inset 25 Debenham” as part of Mid Suffolk’s Local Plan Adopted September 1998 is carried forward with the same designation in Mid Suffolk’s Joint Local Plan.
Supporting Evidence: MSDC Heritage and Settlement Assessment identifies examples where development has had considerable detrimental impact by divorcing the historic core of settlements from their surrounding landscape. Protection of the northern section of Priory Lane with restrictions to prohibit growth in vehicular movements will help maintain the existing tranquil pedestrian link between the historic core of the village and  visually important open space , community woodland and lake, and the surrounding open rolling countryside, thereby avoiding the harm identified in MSDC assessment referred to above.
e) To received feedback on “Parking and Traffic” public meeting held on 9 September 2019: A brief report was received from Cllr R Blackwell. Some 28 members of the public had attended and engaged with the process. Some strong points had been made and good ideas had been put forward, which were being collated. A Working Group had been put together in order to progress matters.
 

	DPC/19/10: The Angel Inn- To receive update: Update deferred due to Cllr J Baldwin’s absence.



	DPC/19/11: To note correspondence circulated to members and consider any additional responses needed: Correspondence received was noted and the Clerk was tasked with a number of enquiries to be progressed with MSDC and SCC.


	DPC/19/12: To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: Cllr L Cockerton reported on the overgrowth on Aspall Road.
Cllr S Phipps informed members that a power pole had recently been installed near the lakes but no further details were known at this point.
Cllr D Seccombe reported that a “Slow Down” sign seemed to be missing from Aspall Road and should be reported to SCC Highways.


	DPC/19/13: Date of next meeting:  21st October 2019: Noted. Councillors D Seccombe and S Palframan gave their apologies for the next meeting.


With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.25pm.

Signed:____________________________  Date:_______________________________
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