Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, May 16 2022, at 7:30 pm, at Dove Cottage, High Street, Debenham.
Present: Cllr R Blackwell (Chairman), Cllr S Palframan, Cllr L Cockerton, Cllr F Winrow-Giffin, Cllr D Seccombe, Cllr S Phipps, Cllr L Cockerton, Cllr K Grimshaw, Cllr K Fisher, District Cllr K Guthrie, and Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk).
	DPC/22/58: Election of Chairman: It was resolved to appoint Cllr R Blackwell as Chairman of the Council. This resolution would be reviewed at the next meeting as Cllr R Blackwell indicated that he could not take the role permanently.

	DPC/22/59: Election of Vice-Chairman: Cllr R Blackwell indicated that he would be willing to stand as Vice-Chairman following the appointment of a permanent Chairman at the next meeting. Members supported the proposal, with Cllr Blackwell appointed as Vice-Chairman from June 2022.

	DPC/22/60: Apologies for absence and resignations: Apologies had been received from Cllrs M Hammond and G Helm. Resignations from Cllr S Dobson and Cllr S Palframan (from the full Council and all committees) were noted. Cllr S Palframan would remain in office until the end of the meeting to allow for continuity of the agenda items with which he had been involved. Cllr S Palframan was thanked for his invaluable contribution to the parish and would be sorely missed by all.

	DPC/22/61: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register (completion of updated Register of Interests forms required by all Councillors): Cllr R Blackwell declared a pecuniary interest on item 22/66 a) for his expenses, and Cllr F Winrow-Giffin declared a pecuniary interest on grass cutting contract matters. Current Cllrs were unable to submit a new DOI as the new Code of Conduct was not ready for adoption by the full Council.


	DPC/22/62: Reports 

a) District Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting.
b) County Councillor’s report: Cllr K Guthrie had also circulated her annual report, which had been circulated to members. There were no questions directed at Cllr K Guthrie, and she left the meeting at 7:39 pm. 


	DPC/22/63: Public participation section-Includes presentation: A member of the public was in attendance as an observer, with a view to being considered for co-option at the June meeting.
The author of a model Environmental Policy and their Councillor partner from a neighbouring parish were in attendance to deliver a presentation on the said policy. A number of questions were asked, with members agreeing to consider its formal adoption at the meeting.



	DPC/22/64: To appoint the membership of Committees, working groups and individual representatives/liaison (full current list circulated): It was resolved to approve membership as follows:

Formal Committees:

Cemetery

Cllrs L Cockerton, D Seccombe, R Blackwell

Allotments

Cllrs S Phipps, F Winrow-Giffin, G Helm

Neighbourhood Plan Delivery

Cllrs R Blackwell, S Phipps, D Seccombe, M Hammond

Employment

Cllrs R Blackwell, D Seccombe, F Winrow-Giffin

Complaints

Cllrs G Helm, S Phipps, D Seccombe

Complaints Appeals

Cllrs R Blackwell and L Cockerton

Working Groups:

Finance and Administration

All members (but not all at the same time)

NP Traffic and Parking

Cllr R Blackwell and various members of the public

Play areas

Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin, G Helm, K Fisher

Youth Provision

Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin and G Helm

Trees, Greens and encroachment issues

Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin, S Phipps, L Cockerton

Street Furniture, including WCs

Cllrs L Cockerton and R Blackwell (for callouts)

Emergency (flooding/snow):

All members and the Clerk, designated member Cllr S Phipps 
Festivities and Local Events

To be appointed as and when necessary

Parish Council Surgeries

All members and Clerk

URC Memorial Garden

Cllrs L Cockerton, R Blackwell and Mrs A Evans

Village Noticeboard

Cllr R Blackwell and Clerk

Appointed Representation/Liaison:

Woodlands and Waterways
Cllrs S Phipps and K Fisher
Highways

Cllrs Winrow-Giffin and R Blackwell
Street Lighting

Cllr R Blackwell

Public Transport

Cllr R Blackwell

Public Rights of Way

Cllr F Winrow-Giffin

Debenham Library

Cllr R Blackwell

Sir Robert Hitcham School Trustees

Cllr R Blackwell

DVH&PFT

Cllr G Helm

Litter and Dog Fouling matters

Clerk and member of the public (JW)

Ecological/Green matters

Cllr D Seccombe 

Communications/Press Releases

Clerk and Chair

Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC)

Clerk and Chair



	DPC/22/65: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on April 10 2022: It was resolved to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting held.



	DPC/22/66: Finance and Administration
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances/reconciliations: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment, and the receipts and bank balances were noted, as per the circulated schedule.

Payments: 

£

P Mason – Clock winding services

500.00

Salaries, HMRC, pensions

1,856.70

Clerk expenses

187.56

Street Warden

1,083.33

Website Editor

120.00

Public Conveniences Cleaning

974.60

Grass cutting

1,963.00

Cllr Expenses – misc.

                            236.19

Rustybits – bin repairs

                            348.00

Rialtas – accountancy software annual fee

                            154.80

NSALG - annual membership

66.00

DVH&PFT - meeting venue hire

                              27.50

D Sage - Jubilee expenses

                              91.33

BHIB Insurance

                        2,408.88

Wave - allotments water supply

                             37.31

E-on - Phone kiosk  energy supply

                             11.98

BT – Dove Cottage WIFI

42.09

Total:

10,109.27

Receipts:

Various

                           944.90

Balances:

PC Current account
11,824.88

PC Deposit account
217,636.44

Woodland Deposit account
7,276.40

Woodland Current account
1,950.25

Total:

238,687.97

             The system to approve and process accounts online was further reviewed because of how it 

             operates with Barclays Bank. Once a payment is set up online by the Clerk, it only needs an  

             additional authorised signatory to approve it. Payments are only made once approved by the full 
             Council or as part of the annual approval (contractual obligations/regular payments), which 
             satisfies Financial Regulations and Internal Controls.  

a) To review and approve the annual insurance renewal papers: The insurance documents and responses to enquiries submitted by the Clerk had been circulated ahead of the meeting, were reviewed by members, and approved.
b) To adopt the new Member Code of Conduct and complete new declarations (if available): The relevant documentation and guidance were yet to be published; therefore, the matter was deferred to the next meeting.
c) To confirm Standing Orders/Direct Debits/Direct Bank Payments: It was resolved to approve the standing orders, direct debits and direct payments as listed.
· Salaries, HMRC and Pensions

· Contractual obligations

· Clerk/Councillor expenses

· Suffolk Wildlife Trust/NSALG (Allotment Society)/Suffolk Association of Local Councils/RIALTAS (accounts software) 

· Electricity supply to public conveniences and telephone kiosk

· Water and rates

· Dove Cottage Wi-fi connection and meeting venue/storage fee



	DPC/22/67: Planning matters
a) Application: DC/22/02037 19 Henniker Road- - Erection of single-storey rear extension (following removal of existing garage): It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
b) Application: DC/22/01221 Land At Ulveston Hall, Gracechurch Street - Erection of 1 No. agricultural workers dwelling (following demolition of remains of derelict cottages): It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application, subject to a caveat that it was used for agricultural occupancy.
c) Application: DC/22/01959 - 16 Ipswich Road - Change use of building for an annexe and holiday let (retention of): It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
a) Decision: DC/21/04754 White Hall Barn, Stowmarket Road - Application for Outline Planning Permission (Access to be considered) - Erection of 2no. dwellings and garages together with new vehicular access and associated hardstanding: Outline planning permission refused: Noted.
b) Decision: DC/22/01072, 01071 and 01072- 56 High Street -  Application for Listed Building Consent/Application for - Erection of a single-storey pitched roof rear extension (following removal of existing lean-to addition, shed, and greenhouse), installation of external boiler, insertion and replacement of doors and windows. Insertion of roof window to stairwell, structural repairs to timber frame, replacement of cement render with lime plaster, removal of common brick/concrete block infill between studs and replacement with hempcrete, and internal alterations; Erection of a single-storey pitched roof rear extension (following removal of existing lean to addition, shed and greenhouse), repositioning of oil tank, installation of external boiler and erection of shed. Permission granted: Noted.
c) Decision: DC/22/00904 30 Henniker Road - Full rendering of the existing property: Permission granted: Noted.
d) Planning Correspondence: Notification that planning application DC/21/02982 Land East of, Aspall Road, for full Planning Application for the erection of 54 No. dwellings (including 19 affordable), creation of vehicular and pedestrian access, public open space, infrastructure and landscaping, will be considered by Mid Suffolk Development Control B Committee on May 18 2022, at the Blackbourne Community Centre in Elmswell, IP30 9GY, at 09:30 am: Cllr R Blackwell would be in attendance to represent the Parish Council.

	DPC/22/68: Committees and working groups: To receive reports and consider recommendations / agree on actions, including:

a) Play Strategy Working Group: To consider quotes received (Gardeners Road play area): The quotes received were considered, but as they varied in terms of materials and scope, it was agreed that a second quote should be requested from one of the suppliers, in line with the other, so that a more “like for like” comparison was able to be made. Questions would also be asked about the type of wood used and how long the warranty lasted.
The Swimming Pool Committee had pledged £23,400 of funds which needed to be spent as soon as possible; therefore, the Parish Council only needed to pay the remaining amount. The Clerk had provided a breakdown of CIL funds currently held by the Council and had recommended that the remaining cost of this capital project came from those funds, in particular years 1 and 2, due to the spending deadline. There was a general preference towards one of the quotes even though it was the most expensive of the two, as it provided better equipment and would allow for more engaging and imaginative play, in line with the ethos of the play areas strategy.

It was resolved to set and approve a ceiling for the expenditure of £37,000, the total cost f the preferred option, in the event that a decision needed to be made between meetings and subject to majority agreement by Councillors. This should ensure that the offer of funding from the Swimming Pool Committee was not missed, and to avoid additional costs, as the prices of materials continued to rise exponentially. Clerk to action under delegated powers if necessary.

b) Regarding the URC parking proposals, Cllr R Blackwell had circulated the draft questionnaire for a survey to be carried out to sixty properties and businesses in specific locations neighbouring the site. The return date was May 28, and the results of the survey would inform and determine the Council’s next steps. 

 

	DPC/22/69: Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - Any further updates /considerations: Cllr R Blackwell provided a brief update. Members of the public had already booked three hundred teat party seats, and 1800 metres of bunting were being put up. The commemorative weathervane was also nearing completion. On a different matter, a crab apple tree had come down on Market Green, and the Jubilee Committee had asked if a new Jubilee Commemorative tree could be planted in its place. Members agreed with the suggestion, and Cllr S Phipps would advise on the species to plant.


	DPC/22/70: To note correspondence: All correspondence is circulated to members ahead of the meeting or included on the agenda for consideration. Additional items of correspondence were discussed by members, and responses were agreed.


	DPC/22/71: To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: Cllr S Phipps advised that repairs to Market Bridge remained outstanding. 
Cllr L Cockerton reported on a blocked drain on Little Back Lane near the public conveniences and the bottom of Gardeners Road.

Cllr R Blackwell had been approached by some parishioners wishing to look into the possibility of easing planning legislation to allow for some flexibility for home insulation/energy-saving initiatives. Councillors agreed that a meeting could be set up to discuss this topic further.

Cllr R Blackwell also informed members of a proposal being put forward by the DPCC to install solar panels on the south-facing roof of the church, which would allow the church to become ”greener” and save on energy costs. The total costs were expected to be £18,000. An application to the Parish Council for initial seed funding of £1,500 was scheduled for the June meeting.



	DPC/22/72: Date of next meeting: May 23 (Annual Parish Meeting); June 20 (Full Council): Noted. 


	DPC/22/73: To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: It was resolved to exclude the remaining members of the public present.


	DPC/22/74: To receive an update on green initiatives: A brief report was received from Cllr R Blackwell.


	DPC/22/75: Contracts and Tenders: A matter pertaining to one of the contractors was considered by members, and a course of action was agreed.
With no other matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 10.05 pm.

Signed:_____________________________  Date:_____________________
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