Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, April 11th 2022, at 7:30 pm, at the Debenham Leisure Centre, Gracechurch Street, Debenham.

Present: Cllr S Palframan (Chairman), Cllr R Blackwell (Vice-chairman), Cllr K Fisher, Cllr G Helm, Cllr M Hammond, Cllr S Phipps, County Cllr M Hicks, four members of the public, and Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk).
	

	DPC/22/41: To receive and consider apologies for absence:  Apologies had been received from Cllrs F Winrow-Giffin, D Seccombe, L Cockerton, K Grimshaw, and District Cllr K Guthrie.

	DPC/22/42: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register: Cllr R Blackwell declared a pecuniary interest under accounts for payment (48 a)).


	DPC/22/43: To consider the co-option of new members: It was resolved to co-op Cllr K Fisher and Cllr K Grimshaw (in his absence) onto the Council. Cllr K Fisher joined the meeting from this point onwards.


	DPC/22/44: Reports 

a) District Councillor’s report: As the meeting was quite early in the month, reports were yet to be prepared, but Cllr M Hicks delivered a verbal one to those present.
b) County Councillor’s report: Report not due until later in the month.


	DPC/22/45: Public participation section: A member of the public thanked the Parish Council for the recent provision of a skip at the allotments.
Another member of the public was interested to hear the Parish Council’s views about a planning matter being considered.

Two members of the Green Team provided a report on recent activities and future projects and aspirations, including the “No Mow May” initiative, the Bicycle check day being held on May 14th on Market Green, the survey being carried out on the river Deben and the request for the appointment of a named liaison Parish Councillor. Members thanked the Green Team for the brilliant work being carried out in the village and provided assurance of continued Parish Council support. The Clerk invited the Green Team representatives to come along to the May meeting, as two speakers would be presenting a new Environmental Policy for consideration by the Council.  
Cllr M Hicks also reached out to the Gren Team and offered his support with some of the matters raised.


	DPC/22/46: Planning matters
a) Application: DC/22/01747- Land at Kenton Road -Continued use of land for stationing storage containers for commercial storage: Subject to several restrictions and conditions, in terms of the total number of containers, only single storey storage permitted, there being landscape planting along the boundaries, access restrictions to the site and muted colour of containers, it was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
b) Application: DC/22/01536 - 48 Low Road -Erection of rear extension and canopied side porch: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.


	DPC/22/47: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 28th 2022: It was resolved to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting held.


	DPC/22/48: Finance and Administration
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances/reconciliations: The reports pertaining to the accounts and bank balances/reconciliations had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. It was resolved to approve the April accounts for payment, and the receipts and bank balances were noted, as follows:
Payments: 

£

Salaries, HMRC, pensions

1,878.94
Clerk expenses

625.56
Street Warden

1,083.33
Website Editor

120.00

Public Conveniences Cleaning

699.83
Grass cutting
1,088.00
Cllr Expenses
                              24.54
SALC annual membership
                            789.52
Environment Agency-rates
                              31.44
EAIDB
9.13
ICO-annual fee
                              40.00
Deb-Fest-grant funding
                           750.00
Total:

7,140.29
Receipts:

MSDC - 1st half precept and CIL
54,024.26
Total:

54,024.26
Balances:

PC Current account
7,146.25
PC Deposit account
227,636.44
Woodland Deposit account
7,276.40
Woodland Current account
1,950.25
Total:

244,009.34
b) To approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the AGAR Part 2) for the year ended March 31st 2022: It was resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement.
c) To approve the Annual Accounts for the year ended March 31st 2022: Following due consideration, it was resolved to approve the accounts for the year ended March 31st 2022.
d) To approve the Asset Register for the year ended March 31st 2022: It was resolved to approve the Asset Register.
e) To approve the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the AGAR Part 2) for the year ended March 31st 2022: It was resolved to approve the Accounting Statements for the year ended March 31st 2022.


	DPC/22/49: Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - Any further updates /considerations: A brief report was received from Cllr R Blackwell, including confirmation of the High Street road closure and subsequent diversion scheme.


	DPC/22/50: Parish Council’s involvement in the Ukrainian Aid efforts- Any further considerations: A summary of the current position was provided to those present. Families had been arriving at neighbouring villages and appeared to be settling well. Unfortunately, there were still some delays with the Visa process, which was causing a level of frustration. Debenham continued to offer its support as and when necessary.


	DPC/22/51: Committees, Working Groups and Council representatives: To receive reports and consider recommendations / agree on actions: 
Cllr S Palframan reported on the various meetings being held with play equipment suppliers, with a view to final quotes being available for consideration and approval at the next Council meeting.

On the matter of the URC car park proposal, Cllr R Blackwell had instructed the legal process as agreed at the previous meeting, and payment of the required fee had been made. A residents’ survey had been prepared for consideration by members, which would be circulated in due course for further comments.

Cllr S Phipps updated members on the recent allotment clearance event, where a large skip had been made available to tenants to clear some of the debris accumulated over the last three/four years. The Field Secretary had been informed of their official appointment, and their details had been passed on to allotment holders. The newly formed allotment association was due to hold its first meeting very soon, in which they would consider proposals for the Allotment Rules review and annual processes. Some of the larger vacant plots were being split into smaller plots, and this was expected to fulfil the remaining waiting list.
Cllr G Helm spoke about a recent meeting she had attended at the Debenham Leisure Centre, some of the new developments and the appointment of new trustees. A full report was planned for delivery at the annual meeting in May.



	DPC/22/52: To note any further recent correspondence: There had been no other new correspondence to be addressed.


	DPC/22/53: To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: Cllr R Blackwell informed members that a coffee morning held at Dove Cottage by St Mary’s Church in support of Ukrainian efforts had raised £1,200. A further £1,700 had also been raised through other local initiatives, bringing it to a grand total of £3,000. 
The additional comments circulated to members regarding the Aspall Road planning application were approved by those present and could now be forwarded to the Planning Department. 
Cllr G Helm and the Clerk agreed to circulate some dates/times for a Slack training session after the Easter break.



	DPC/22/54: Date of next meeting and meeting considerations: May 16th (APCM); May 23rd (APM-agree event format and expenditure); Deb-Fest (agree on PC representation). Meeting venues and budget for sundries were approved, as well as attendance at Deb-Fest for the Community Awards presentation (Cllr S Palframan). It was also agreed that a stall would not be required this time.


	DPC/22/55: To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: It was resolved to exclude the remaining members of the public in order to consider the following agenda items.


	DPC/22/56: To receive an update on green initiatives: A brief report was provided by Cllr R Blackwell with additional background information for the benefit of the new member.
 

	DPC/22/57: To consider nominations for the Debenham Community Awards: The list of nominations was duly considered and approved. 
With no other matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.40 pm.

Signed:______________________ Date:________________
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